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Municipal  Health  Centre, 
Whitegate  Drive, 

Blackpool. 

December,  1944. 


J'o  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee 
of  the  Corporation  of  Blackpool. 

Mr.  Mayor,  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  for  your  consideration  my  Annual 
Report  for  the  year  1943. 

World  War  II  has  now  entered  on  its  fifth  year  and  is  the  cause  of 
yet  another  abridged  Report.  Nevertheless  I hope  its  pages,  shorn  as 
they  are  of  all  but  essential  data,  will  provide  a guide  to  the  wide  range 
of  the  Department’s  activities  and  a useful  index  to  the  complexities, 
scope  and  ramifications  of  the  duties  essential  to  the  well-being  of  a 
large  community  with  a floating  population. 

According  to  the  Registrar  General’s  Estimate  of  149,000  the 
Borough’s  population  continues  to  show  a slight  decline — 1,800  less 
than  last  year  and  3,000  below  the  figure  of  1941.  This  is  accounted  for 
by  the  gradual  return  of  evacuees  to  their  home  towns. 

The  Birth  Rate  of  12-5  also  shows  a very  slight  decline  of  0-2  per 
thousand  of  the  population,  whilst  the  Rate  for  the  country  as  a whole 
rose  by  0-7  to  16-5.  Throughout  the  country  the  Death  Rate  rose  from 
1 1 -6  to  12T  per  thousand  compared  with  Blackpool’s  increase  of  1 -0  to 
14-8  against  the  1942  figure  of  13-8.  Cancer,  which  usually  accounts  for 
the  greatest  number  of  deaths  in  the  country  reveals  a slightly  higher 
Rate  for  the  town  than  last  year,  though  not  so  high  as  in  1941.  The 
deaths  of  children  under  1 year  is  reflected  in  the  rather  lower  Infantile 
Mortality  Rate  of  62-6  per  thousand  live  births,  and  is  probably  due  to 
the  smaller  number  of  evacuated  expectant  mothers  received  into  the 
town. 

With  1,952  cases  of  Infectious  Disease,  the  year  1943  was  below 
the  average  for  incidence.  There  was  no  large-scale  epidemic.  Measles 
showing  the  highest  figure  of  the  year — 913,  which  was  little  more  than 
half  the  previous  year’s  total  for  the  disease.  Scarlet  Fev^er,  with  566 
cases  was  the  highest  recorded  figure  for  the  disease  for  12  years,  but  a 
happier  feature  was  the  decline  in  the  number  of  cases  of  Cerebro-spinal 
Meningitis  from  1 14  to  18.  Three  deaths  were  attributable  to  Diphtheria 
but  with  the  Immunisation  Scheme  meeting  with  a good  response  from 
the  mothers  of  babies  and  young  children,  the  incidence  is  much 
greater  in  the  older  age  groups. 

In  an  attempt  to  combat  the  war  tendency  of  increasing  numbers 
of  cases  of  Tuberculosis,  the  Ministry  of  Health  in  1943  empowered 
Local  Authorities  to  grant  financial  assistance  to  certain  patients 
recommended  b}^  the  Tuberculosis  Olficer  to  leave  employment  to 
undergo  treatment  for  this  complaint,  thus  lessening  the  risk  of  the 
spread  of  infection  to  others,  and  concurrently  increasing  the  chances 
of  a speedier  recover)'  and  a return  to  working  capacity. 
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The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Scheme  in  all  its  branches 
continued  to  function  exceedingly  well  throughout  the  year,  particu- 
larly the  Emergency  Maternity  Homes  and  the  Day  Nurseries. 

Difficulties  encountered  in  the  administration  of  the  Sanitary 
Section  in  the  earlier  years  of  the  War  have  been  resolved,  and  with  the 
passage  of  time  have  become  more  of  a regular  routine.  Much  work 
carried  out  in  pre-war  years  has  of  necessity  had  to  fall  into  abeyance, 
especially  the  prev’ention  of  over-crowding,  etc.,  but  other  essential 
tluties  connected  with  the  prosecution  of  the  war  have  been  delegated 
to  the  Department. 

1 would  express,  in  concluding  this  foreword,  my  sincere  thanks  to 
the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee  for  their  great 
help  in  such  a trying  period.  Also  to  your  Department’s  Chief  Admin- 
istrative Assistant — Mr.  Fielding — my  appreciation  of  his  able  assist- 
ance and  to  the  staff  generally  for  their  loyalty. 

I beg  to  remain, 

Your  faithful  Servant, 

GEORGE  W.  MURRAY. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  LOCAL  AUTHORITY. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

George  W.  Murray,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health  & Tuberculosis  Officer  : 
V.  N.  Leyshon,  M.D.,  B.S.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Medical  Officer  : 
Isabella  A.  Milne,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  M.M.S.A. 

Assistant  Medical  Officers  of  Health  ; 

John  Collins,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 
Mary  D.  Banim,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  B.A.O. 

Anne  Dowds,  B.A.,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  B.A.O. 

Consultant  Aural  Surgeon  : 

Ian  B.  Thorburn,  M.D.,  Ch.B. 

Dental  Surgeons  : 

Miss  H.  Garforth  (North) 

Mr.  J.  B.  Elton  (Central) 

Mr.  F.  Muller  (South) 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  : 

IIJHarry  Priestley,  M.B.E. 

Chief  Administrative  Assistant  : 

JGeorge  E.  Fielding. 

Matron,  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital : 

Miss  M.  H.  Whitaker,  M.B.E. 

Health  Visitors  : 

fxC.  Hill  §txW.  Walsh 

§txF.  E.  Ainsworth  §txM.  Fletcher  (from  16.2.43) 

§txD.  Lea  §t^P-  Wroe  (from  16.2.43) 

Health  Visitors  : Emergency  Maternity  Homes  Scheme  : 

fxA.  G.  Donald  j^M.  Johnson 

fxA.  Boulton 

Municipal  Midwives  : 

xG.  Dixon  xM.  Hencher 

fxL.  Hill  xE.  V.  Fisher 

xF.  H.  C.  Savage  xA.  Parkinson 

Infectious  Diseases  Nurse  : 

*tB.  McCormack 

Tuberculosis  Nurses  : 

IxD.  H.\rrison 


§txM.  Parker 


Venereal  Diseases  Clinic  Nurse  : 
*tl.  R.  Oldham 


District  Nurses  : 


fL.  Robinson 
x*fM.  Paktikgton 
xfF.  E.  I’koudman 
xfA.  Hamby 

*tM.  Easter  (to  October  1943) 
+E.  Stevens  (to  31.7.43) 


fL.  Forbes 

fE.  Land  (from  11.10.43) 
fE.  Owen  (from  30.10.43) 
jP.  Burnett  (from  11.10.43) 
jF.  Morland  (from  5.7.43) 


Light  Treatment  Nurse  : 

E.  Galpin  (from  11.1.43  to  10.5.43) 
*tM.  Easter  (from  October  1943) 


General  Services  Nurse  : 
xB.  Stephenson 


Deputy  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  : 

JJ.  Tolmaer 

District  Sanitary  Inspectors  ; 

JA.  E.  Fitton  JW.  Moister 

ilJE.  Shuttleworth  ||JC.  H.  Wright 

JE.  Smith  jlJT.  1.  Roworth  (H.M.F.) 

T.  W.  Lomax  (Pupil— H.M.F.) 


Meat  and  Food  Inspectors  : 

IjJH.  Dixon  ||JL.  H.  Shepley 

IIJW.  Riley,  Abattoir  Superintendent 

Clerical  Staff : 


W.  G.  Diggle 

G.  Booth 

H.  Oldham  (H.M.F.) 

R.  Pryar  (H.M.F.) 

H.  R.  Dowling  (H.M.F.) 

S.  G.  H.  Lund  (H.M.F.) 

J.  Richardson  (H.M.F.) 

D.  H.  Taylor  (H.M.F.) 

T.  Ray 

J.  Southworth 
D.  Pryar  (from  4.10.43) 

Miss  N.  Brown 

Mrs.  E.  Fielding  {nec  Longden) 

Mrs.  M.  Booth 

Mrs.  T.  Ferrier 

Miss  D.  Bradley 

Miss  M.  Topping 

Miss  N.  Howe 

Mrs.  F.  N.  Hirst 


Miss  1.  Radway 

Mrs.  W.  McNair 

Miss  G.  Moore 

Mrs.  H.  McClellan 

Miss  J.  Tomlinson 

Mrs.  A.  G.  Reece 

Mrs.  A.  Cawood 

Mrs.  D.  Caudwell 

Mrs.  J.  Russell 

Miss  J.  Arrowsmith 

Mrs.  E.  G.  Stirling 

Miss  S.  A.  Robinson 

Mrs.  R.  M.  Murphy 

Mrs.  S.  V.  Houchin 

Miss  B.  M.  McCleelan  (from  8.6.43) 

Miss  P.  Cotton  (from  15.2.43  to 

15.5.43) 

Miss  J.  Langeord  (from  16.11.43) 
Mrs.  D.  Ward  (from  8.2.43) 


Meteorological  Observer  : 
J.  Williams 
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Laboratory  Technician  : 

IIJG.  A.  Cox 

J.  F.  Williams  (Junior  Assistant)  (H.M.F.  17.4.43) 

Public  Vaccinators  : 

Dr.  H.  L.  Lucas  Dr.  E.  P.  Hyde 

Dr.  J.  G.  Louden 

Vaccination  Officers  : 

George  W.  Murray,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.  (Northern  Area) 

J . A.  J UMP  (Southern  Area) 

Public  Analyst  : 

T.  R.  Hodgson,  M.A.,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S. 

Pathologists  : 

Pathological  work  is  carried  out  by  the  Pathologists  at  the 
Manchester  Public  Health  Laboratories,  and  the  Victoria  Hospital, 
Blackpool. 

^Holders  of  Certificates  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 

*Fever  Trained. 

xCentral  Midwives’  Board  Certificate. 
fGeneral  Trained. 

§Health  Visitors’  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 
IjCertificate  of  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


Area  (exclusive  of  foreshore)  ...  ...  ...  8,512  acres 

Area  of  foreshore  and  Crown  Lands  ...  ...  ...  2,068  acres 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  Estimate)  ...  ...  149,900 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  42,338 

Number  of  empty  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  .••  _28 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  • • . • • • • • • £ • ,729,522 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  £6,750 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Live  Births  ; 

Legitimate  ... 

...  898 

806 

1704 

Illegitimate  ... 

...  97 

83 

180 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  population 

12-5 

Stillbirths  : 

Legitimate  ... 

...  33 

21 

54 

Illegitimate  ... 

3 

2 

5 

Rate  per  1 ,000  total  (live 

and  stillbirths) 

. 30-3 

Deaths  : 

2,232 

Death  Rate  : 14-8  per  1,000  of  population. 

Number  of  women  dying  in  or  in  consequence  of  child  birth  : 

(a)  Puerperal  Sepsis  2 1-0  Rate  per  1 ,000  total  (live  & 

still)  births. 

(b)  Other  Puerperal  causes  3 1-5 

Total  5 2-5  ,, 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : 

All  infants  per  1 ,000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  62-6 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  58-6 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1 ,000  illegitimate  births  ...  ...  100 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  324 

,,  ,,  Measles  (all  ages)  4 

,,  ,,  Whooping  cough  (all  ages) — 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 


BIRTHS. 

During  the  year,  1,884  births  were  registered  as  compared  with 
1,929  in  1942.  The  Birth  Rate  was  12-5  per  1,000  of  the  population. 
This  figure  is  slightly  below  that  of  last  year  when  it  was  12-7  per  1,000. 
In  England  and  Wales  as  a whole  the  Birth  Rate  was  16-5  per  1,000  and 
in  the  126  large  County  Boroughs  it  was  18-6.  Blackpool,  therefore,  still 
falls  below  the  general  figure. 

There  were  180  illegitimate  births  registered  during  the  year,  97 
boys  and  83  girls,  as  compared  with  198  for  the  previous  year.  This 
represents  an  illegitimate  birth  rate  of  D2  per  1,000  of  the  population 
and  9-5%  of  the  total  births.  This  shows  a decrease  on  last  year’s 
figure  of  10-2. 
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ILLEGITIMATE  RATES. 

The  following  table  shows  the  variation  in  the  above  rates  for  the 
past  few  years. 


1943 

1942 

1941 

1940 

1939 

1938 

1937 

1936 

1935 

1934 

1933 

1932 

Per  1,000  Inhabitants 

1-20 

1.30 

0-97 

0-69 

0-78 

0-63 

0-64 

0-62 

0-80 

0-63 

0-75 

0-72 

Per  cent  of 

Total  Births 

9-5 

10-2 

8-40 

7-40 

6-80 

5-80 

4-36 

5-77 

7-82 

6-06 

7-51 

7-77 

DEATHS. 


The  total  number  of  deaths  of  Blackpool  residents  during  the  year 
was  2,232.  This  figure  includes  191  Blackpool  patients  who  died  in  the 
Fylde  Institution. 

This  gives  a Death  Rate  of  14-8  per  1,000  of  the  population  as 
compared  with  13-8  for  1942. 


The  following  is  a comparison  of  the  above  rate  with  that  of  other 
portions  of  the  Country. 


England  and  Wales  .. 
126  Great  Towns 
148  Smaller  Towns  .. 
London  ...  .. 

Blackpool 


12-1  per  1,000 
14-2 

}i  y> 

12-7 

^ * II  II 


15-0 

14-8 


} y 

y y 


The  percentage  of  the  deaths  in  various  age  groups  with  similar 
figures  for  previous  years  is  as  follows  ; 


1943 

1942 

1941 

1940 

1939 

1938 

1937 

1936 

1935 

1934 

1933 

1932 

Under  12  months  ... 

5-3 

6-3 

4-5 

3-4 

3-7 

3-5 

3-6 

4-3 

3-4 

4-7 

4-5 

5-5 

1 and  under  5 years 

0-9 

1-3 

1-5 

1-0 

1-0 

1 -5 

0-7 

1-3 

1-4 

I -1 

I -8 

1-5 

5 and  under  65  years 

35-1 

37-3 

35-9 

38-9 

39-3 

40-5 

43  1 

42-3 

44-2 

43-5 

42-8 

44-5 

65  years  and  over  ... 

58-7 

55-1 

58-1 

56-7 

56-0 

54-5 

52-6 

52-1 

51.0 

50-7 

50 -9148 -5 
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'I'he  Registrar  has  furnished  a list  of  the  causes  of  deaths,  divided 
into  sexes  and  age  groups.  The  classilication  does  not  agree  with  the 
statistics  compiled  locally,  and  this  will  invariably  occur  where  you 
have  difterent  persons  allocating  the  causes  and  specifying  which  of  the 
certified  causes  should  take  precedence. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AT  DIFFERENT  PERIODS  OF  LIFE 
IN  THE  COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  BLACKPOOL. 


C.\USES  OF  DE.\TH 

Sex 

All 

Ages 

0— 

1— 

5— 

15— 

45— 

65— 

ALL  CAUSES 

M 

1034 

71 

11 

12 

73 

333 

534 

F 

1198 

47 

10 

6 

91 

268 

776 

1.  Typhoid  and 

M 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Paratyphoid  Fev'ers 

F 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2.  Cerebro-spinal 

M 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Fever 

F 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3.  Scarlet  Fever 

M 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

F 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4.  Whooping  Cough 

M 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

F 

— 

— 

— 

■ ■“ 

■ 

5.  Diphtheria 

M 

2 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

F 

2 

' 

1 

1 

— 

■ 

6.  Tuberculosis  of 

M 

41 

— 

— 



14 

22 

5 

respiratory  system 

F 

25 

— 



1 

18 

5 

1 

7.  Other  forms  of 

M 

11 



4 



4 

3 



tuberculosis 

F 

6 

1 

— 

1 

2 

— 

2 

8.  Syphilitic  diseases 

M 

3 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

F 

5 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

9.  Influenza 

M 

18 







2 

5 

11 

F 

18 

— 

— 

— 

1 

9 

8 

10.  Measles 

M 

1 

1 

.. 

- 

—— 

— 



F 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

11.  Acute  Polio-myelitis 

M 

— 







- - 

-- 



& polio-encephalitis 

F 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

12.  Acute  infective 

M 

1 







1 

- 



encephalitis 

F 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

13.  Cancer  of  buccal 

M 

6 

■ 





3 

3 

cavity  & oesophagus 
uterus 

F 

24 

— — 

— 

2 

13 

9 

14.  Cancer  of  stomach 

M 

31 



- 

_ 

17 

14 

& duodenum 

F 

37 

— 

— 

— 

4 

16 

17 

15.  Cancer  of  breast 

F 

42 

— 

— 

— 

4 

22 

16 

16.  Cancer  of  all  other 

M 

89 





- 

5 

36 

48 

sites 

F 

95 

— 

— 

— 

3 

40 

52 

17.  Diabetes 

M 

11 

— 

- 

4 

1 

6 

F 

26 

— 

— 

— 

3 

8 

15 

10 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

Sex 

All 

Ages 

0— 

1 — 

5— 

15— 

45— 

65— 

18.  Intracranial 

M 

134 

1 



■ - 

3 

42 

88 

vascular  lesions 

F 

200 

— 

— 

— 

7 

36 

157 

19.  Heart  Diseases 

M 

295 

— 



12 

83 

200 

F 

300 

— 

— 

— 

10 

58 

232 

20.  Other  diseases  of 

M 

13 



— 

. 



4 

9 

Circulatory  system 

F 

35 

1 

— 

— 

— 

3 

31 

21.  Bronchitis 

M 

61 



1 

1 

1 

26 

32 

F 

62 

4 

1 

— 

2 

9 

46 

22.  Pneumonia 

M 

42 

9 

2 

1 

1 

13 

16 

F 

38 

7 

3 

1 

7 

2 

18 

23.  Other  respiratory 

M 

16 

— 

— 

— 

2 

12 

2 

diseases 

F 

12 

— 

— 

— 

3 

1 

8 

24.  Ulcer  of  stomach  or 

M 

10 







1 

8 

1 

duodenum 

F 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

5 

25.  Diarrhoea  under 

M 

15 

15 











2 years 

F 

4 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

26.  Appendicitis 

M 

5 

— 

— • 

2 

1 

1 

1 

F 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

27.  Other  digestive 

M 

20 





1 

3 

7 

9 

diseases 

F 

31 

— 

■ — 

— 

— 

8 

23 

28.  Nephritis 

M 

37 







2 

15 

20 

F 

36 

— 

— 

1 

5 

7 

23 

29.  Puerperal  & Post- 

F 

2 

— 



— 

2 

— 

— 

abortive  sepsis 

30.  Other  maternal 

F 

3 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

causes 

31.  Premature  birth 

M 

16 

16 











F 

16 

16 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

32.  Congenital  malform- 

M 

24 

23 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

ations  birth  injuries, 

F 

8 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

infant  diseases 

33.  Suicide 

M 

4 

- — 





2 

2 

- - - 

F 

9 

— 

— 

— 

3 

3 

3 

34.  Road  traffic 

W 

15 



■ - 

2 

1 

5 

7 

accidents 

F 

5 

— 

— 

— 

3 

2 

— 

35.  Other  violent  causes 

M 

23 

1 

1 

2 

7 

6 

6 

F 

28 

1 

3 

— 

3 

3 

18 

36.  All  other  causes 

M 

86 

2 

2 

2 

5 

19 

56 

F 

119 

1 

2 

1 

6 

19 

90 

11 


Tuberculosis  was  stated  to  be  the  cause  of  death  in  83  cases,  68 
from  Tuberculosis  of  the  Respiratory  System  and  17  from  Tuberculosis 
of  other  parts  of  the  body.  The  figure,  although  slightly  higher  than 
the  75  cases  last  year  makes  very  little  difference  to  the  Death  Rate  for 
the  disease.  The  incidence  of  the  disease  has  certainly  increased  during 
the  war  but  early  diagnosis  and  treatment  is  definitely  helping  in 
reducing  the  scourge. 


Cancer.  In  1943  the  number  of  deaths  from  Cancer  was  324, 
giving  a Death  Rate  of  2-161  per  1,000  of  the  population.  Cancer  again 
gives  rise  to  the  greatest  number  of  deaths  compared  with  any  other 
disease,  14-5%  of  all  deaths  being  caused  by  it.  The  Death  Rates  for 
the  past  two  years  per  1,000  of  the  population  were  : 1941 — 2-269  and 
1942—1-931. 


Infantile  Mortality.  During  1943,  118  children  under  the  age 
of  12  months  died  in  the  Borough,  giving  an  Infantile  Mortality  rate  of 
62-6  per  1,000  live  births  as  compared  with  68-4  per  1,000  in  1942.  The 
fall  in  the  death  rate  is  partly  due  to  the  falling  off  of  the  evacuation  of 
e.xpectant  mothers  to  Blackpool.  The  effect  of  war  conditions  does, 
however,  show  itself  in  a slight  increase  of  the  deaths  due  to  diarrhoea, 
and  I am  sure  that,  but  for  the  work  done  under  the  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Scheme,  the  latter  figure  would  be  higher. 


Uncertified  Deaths.  There  were  coroner’s  inquests  into  161 
deaths  during  the  year  and  in  65  cases  the  deaths  were  registered 
without  certification  by  doctor  or  coroner. 


DEATHS  UNDER  ONE— TOTAL  1943. 
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1.  Common  Infectious  Diseases  (Measles, 
Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough 

2.  Diarrhoeal  Diseases  : — 

Diarrhoea,  Enteritis  and  Gastritis 

3.  Congenital  Malformations 

4.  Premature  Birth,  Debility,  Icterus,  etc. 

5.  Tubercular  Diseases  ... 

6.  Other  Causes — Convulsions  ... 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia 

Other  Causes  ... 

Totals  

AGE  PERIODS 
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CO 

56 
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35 
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Whooping  Cough  ...1  513 

DISEASE 

Diphtheria 

Scarlet  Fever 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

Puerperal  Fever  and 
Pyrexia  ... 

Pneumonia 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  ... 

Acute  Polio  IMyelitis 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

Erysipelas 

Chicken  Po.x 

Measles  ... 

German  Measles 
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PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  past  12  years. 
1932 — 1943  inclusive. 


1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

Small  Pox  ... 

Diphtheria  and 
Membraneous  Croup. 

68 

25 

69 

55 

58 

70 

169 

177 

65 

179 

114 

81 

Erysipelas  ... 

34 

27 

38 

28 

52 

27 

44 

44 

39 

51 

34 

35 

Scarlet  Fever 

167 

244 

339 

348 

265 

161 

211 

336 

298 

460 

435 

566 

Enteric  Fever 

9 

3 

— 

4 

— 

7 

6 

3 

7 

38 

2 

3 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

8 

10 

4 

5 

5 

1 

and 

^28 

61 

49 

69 

55 

56 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

10 

16 

17 

25 

20 

23 

J 

Measles 

1832 

1296 

886 

204 

2478 

428 

1430 

441 

3254 

1388 

1646 

913 

Rotheln 

327 

20 

20 

12 

75 

13 

35 

29 

859 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis  : 

(a)  Pulmonary 

64 

97 

133 

103 

114 

127 

133 

152 

190 

205 

194 

188 

(b)  Non-Pulmonary 

12 

32 

58 

32 

46 

56 

60 

78 

75 

64 

83 

81 

Cerebro  Spinal 
iMeningitis  ... 

1 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

7 

40 

134 

114 

18 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

2 

2 

2 

— 

Ophthalmia 

N eonatorum 

6 

7 

9 

12 

14 

16 

9 

10 

11 

9 

9 

11 

Encephalitis 
Lethargica  ... 

— 

1 

2 

2 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Totals 

2531 

1783 

1582 

829 

3128 

935 

2128 

1339 

4889 

2600 

2689 

1952 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


The  incidence  of  infectious  disease  in  the  town  during  the  year  has 
been  more  or  less  satisfactory.  Scarlet  Fever  has  been  fairly  prevalent, 
but  the  incidence  of  other  diseases  has  fallen.  Constant  supervision  and 
visiting  is  necessary  to  keep  their  infection  within  bounds  especially  at 
the  present  time  vdth  the  shifting  of  population. 

Scarlet  Fever. — 566  cases  were  notified,  467  were  treated  in 
hospital  and  there  were  no  deaths.  Isolation  at  home  is  not  easy  at  the 
present  time  owing  to  various  reasons  and  therefore  more  cases  than 
ever  have  to  be  isolated  in  Hospital. 

Diphtheria. — 81  cases  were  notified.  79  were  treated  in  hospital 
and  there  were  3 deaths.  The  incidence  shows  a definite  tendency  to 
fall  and  again  the  incidence  is  greater  in  the  older  age  groups,  due  to  a 
large  extent  to  the  increasing  number  of  young  children  who  have  been 
immunised. 


PREVENTION  OF  DIPHTHERIA. 


During  the  year  further  propaganda  to  encourage  immunisation 
was  carried  out  and  the  response  was  very  good.  Both  at  the  clinics  and 
in  the  schools  a considerable  amount  of  immunisation  was  carried  out. 
It  is  now  found  possible  to  do  an  increasing  number  of  Schick  Tests  to 
determine  the  result  in  individual  cases.  A total  of  3,085  children  were 
immunised  during  the  year.  Since  the  scheme  began  the  total  number 
of  persons  immunised  calculating  the  age  as  at  31st  December,  1943,  is 
as  follows  : — 


Under  5 years  of  age 
Over  5 and  under  15 
Over  15 


3,088 

12,522 

2,888 


Total  ... 


18,498 
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The  accompanying  table  shows  the  number  of  children  immunised 
since  the  scheme  began  in  1935  at  all  age  groups.  The  heavy  black  lines 
enclose  the  main  age  group  as  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


PERSONS  INOCULATED  EACH  YEAR  FROM  1935—1943. 


Age  in  yrs. 

as  at  31st 
Dec.  of 
each  year 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

0 

1 

14 

8 

31 

87 

87 

1 

4 

5 

15 

98 

55 

224 

609 

506 

Total  under 

2 

1 

7 

4 

33 

131 

35 

213 

465 

138 

5 years  of  age 

3 

5 

4 

10 

45 

146 

42 

210 

406 

111 

at  31/12/43 

4 

4 

6 

8 

38 

275 

23 

183 

448 

134 

3,088 

5 

5 

20 

9 

49 

591 

19 

511 

416 

233 

6 

2 

6 

8 

42 

617 

15 

593 

512 

205 

7 

3 

9 

5 

23 

728 

4 

359 

292 

149 

8 

5 

4 

12 

26 

675 

5 

159 

214 

181 

9 

3 

5 

16 

790 

4 

74 

162 

260 

10 

1 

1 

3 

10 

757 

8 

40 

157 

308 

Total  under 

11 

1 

2 

2 

10 

705 

3 

33 

249 

254 

15  years  of 

12 

1 

2 

1 

8 

680 

3 

34 

228 

206 

age  at 

13 

1 

1 

6 

659 

2 

23 

209 

171 

31/12/43 

14 

1 

261 

1 

8 

77 

84 

12,522 

15  & over 

6 

2 

4 

256 

4 

13 

55 

58 

Over  15 — 
31/12/43 
2,888 

Totals 

35 

71 

73 

326 

7383 

231 

2708 

4586 

3085 

18,498 

Measles. — 913  cases,  3 deaths.  This  figure  compares  favourably 
with  last  year.  136  cases  were  isolated  in  hospital. 

Puerperal  Fever  and  Puerperal  Pyrexia. — 56  cases  were 
notified.  Of  these  27  were  treated  in  hospital  and  1 died.  On  the  whole 
the  cases  tend  to  be  less  severe  and  with  early  diagnosis  and  treatment 
the  results  are  better. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. — 11  cases  were  notified  and  all 
treated  without  impairment  of  vision. 

Chickenpox  and  Whooping  Cough. — 597  cases  of  Chicken  pox 
and  513  of  Whooping  Cough  were  reported.  Of  these  44  and  48  respect- 
ively were  treated  in  hospital.  There  was  one  death  from  Whooping 
Cough. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  following  table  gives  the  analysis  of  all  cases  notilied  during 
the  year  and  the  deaths  according  to  age  groups. 
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Notifications. — During  1943  the  total  number  of  cases  of  Tuber- 
culosis notified  was  271  (187  Pulmonary  and  84  Non-pulmonary).  Of 
these  181  (118  Pulmonary  and  63  Non-pulmonary)  were  primary 
notifications  and  90  (69  Pulmonary  and  21  Non-pulmonary)  were 
supplementary  notifications,  made  up  as  follows  : 22  from  Death 
Returns,  8 lost  trace  cases  returned  and  60  cases  transferred  from  other 
areas.  There  is  always  a fairly  large  number  of  cases  each  year  come  to 
live  in  Blackpool  because  of  their  health  and  this  tends  to  increase  the 
incidence  of  the  disease  in  the  Borough. 


Mortality. — During  the  year  the  number  of  deaths  registered  as 
Tuberculosis  were  83  (66  Pulmonary  and  17  Non-pulmonary).  Of  this 
total  the  number  of  deaths  certified  as  due  to  Tuberculosis  who  had  not 
previously  been  notified  as  suffering  from  the  disease,  was  22  (13 
Pulmonary  and  9 Non-pulmonary). 

It  was  not  found  necessary  during  the  year  to  take  any  legal  action 
regarding  compulsory  isolation  of  Tuberculosis. 


Notification  Register. — A careful  check  is  kept  in  the  Register 
and  movements  and  disposal  of  all  patients  recorded.  This  ensures  that 
the  Notification  Register  at  any  time  gives  an  accurate  picture  of  the 
known  incidence  of  Tuberculosis  in  the  Borough. 

The  following  table  shows  the  fluctuation  of  patients  in  the 
Notification  Register  during  the  year,  with  the  number  still  on  the 
Register  at  the  end  of  the  period  under  review. 


TABLE  If. 


Remain- 
ing on 
Register, 
31/12/42 

Notifi- 

cations 

including 

Inward 

Transfers 

Died 

Recovered 

Transferred 

Lost  Trace 

Altered 

Diag- 

nosis 

Remain- 
ing at 
31/12/43 

Pulmonary  1 

Males 

240 

117 

47 

21 

23 

9 

2 

255 

Tuberculosis  j 

"Females 

233 

70 

30 

15 

18 

10 

4 

226 

Non-Pulmonary  1 

Males 

1.38 

42 

7 

31 

14 

6 

2 

120 

Tuberculosis  j 

Females 

114 

42 

6 

30 

5 

2 

1 

112 

Totals 

725 

271 

90 

97 

60 

27 

9 

713 
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Home  Visitation. — Except  in  cases  where  a desire  to  the  contrary 
is  expressed  all  notified  cases  are  visited  at  home  by  the  Tuberculosis 
Officer  or  Nurses.  During  the  year  the  two  Tuberculosis  Nurses  have 
paid  the  following  visits  : — 


Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonary.  Totals 

Primary  Visits  ...  ...  163 

75  238 

Subsequent  Visits  ...  3,006 

1 ,974  4,980 

Special  Visits  to  Contacts 

116 

Special  Visits  to  Observation  Cases  ... 

22 

Death  Enquiries 

37 

5,393 

In  addition  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  visited  many  cases  at  their 
homes  chiefly  in  consultation  with  the  family  doctor. 


The  Dispensary. — The  Dispensary  arrangements  continue  as  in 
pre\'ious  years.  Three  clinics  are  held  each  week  at  which  the  Tuber- 
culosis Officer  and  Tuberculosis  Nurse  are  in  attendance.  The  number 
of  patients  attending  the  Dispensary  continue  to  increase  and  there 
would  appear  to  be  a delinite  increase  in  the  incidence  of  the  disease. 

During  the  year  1,260  cases  were  examined,  excluding  Contacts, 
at  the  Dispensary  and  there  were  4,476  attendances.  Of  the  1,260  cases, 
713  were  new  cases  and  of  these  166  (105  Pulmonary  and  61  Non- 
pulmonary)  were  diagnosed  as  suffering  from  active  Tuberculosis.  Over 
95%  of  the  new  cases  seen  were  sent  by  their  family  doctor  to  the 
Dispensary  and  in  each  case  a full  detailed  report  is  sent  to  the  Prac- 
titioner with  the  findings  of  the  Tuberculosis  Officer.  The  large  number 
(this  year  547)  of  cases  who  are  found  not  to  be  suffering  from  Tuber- 
culosis is  an  indication  of  the  co-operation  that  is  found  between  the 
Dispensary  and  the  General  Practitioner.  This  is  most  gratifying  and 
leads  to  better  chances  of  early  diagnosis  of  Tubercular  Disease  with 
consequent  better  prognosis  after  treatment. 


Contacts.— All  contacts  of  proved  cases  are  encouraged  to  come 
to  the  Dispensary  for  examination  and  considerable  numbers  take 
advantage  of  the  service.  Again  earlier  diagnosis  of  the  disease  is  more 
likely. 

During  the  year  259  contacts  were  examined  and  of  these  1 42  were 
new  cases.  There  were  389  attendances.  Three  cases  were  found  to  be 
suffering  from  active  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  3 of  Non-pulmonar}' 
disease.  All  debilitated  and  undernourished  contacts  are  examined 
periodically  and  if  necessary  given  malt  and  oil,  etc. 

During  the  year  212  cases  were  written  off  the  Dispensary  Register, 
79  as  recovered,  48  transferred  to  other  areas,  29  lost  trace  of,  and 
56  died. 
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Of  the  713  on  the  Notification  Register  at  the  end  of  1943,  639  or 
89-6%  were  attending  the  Dispensary.  This  shows  a rise  on  the  previous 
years  figures  and  as  the  population  becomes  more  stabilised  will  rise 
further.  Many  Service  cases  are  notified  who  never  attend  the  Dis- 
pensary here.  Certain  private  cases  are  notified  but  are  attended  by 
their  own  private  doctors  without  coming  to  the  Dispensary  and  go  to 
private  Sanatoria  if  necessary.  Reports  on  the  progress  of  the  cases  are 
received  from  the  doctors  concerned  from  time  to  time. 


Sputum  Examination. — During  the  year  1,315  sputum  exam- 
inations were  done  in  the  Laboratory  at  the  Municipal  Health  Centre. 
Of  these  104  were  found  positive  of  Tuberculosis. 


X-ray  Examination. — The  arrangements  for  X-ray  examination 
continue  as  previously.  More  and  more  use  is  being  made  of  this  form 
of  examination  with  the  result  that  each  year  shows  a rise  in  the 
number  of  examinations  made.  During  the  year  1,676  X-ray  exam- 
inations were  carried  out. 


Sunlight  Treatment. — As  in  previous  years  considerable  use  was 
made  of  the  Ultra  Violet  Radiation  treatment  in  certain  cases  of 
Tuberculosis.  The  cases  treated  are  mainly  T.B.  glands,  T.B.  abdomen. 
Lupus,  etc.,  in  addition  to  certain  children  who  show  signs  of  debility 
and  lowered  resistance. 

During  the  year  214  new  cases  were  treated  and  altogether  there 
were  3,574  exposures  given.  Further,  94  local  exposures  with  the 
Kromayer  Lamp  were  given. 


Artificial  Pneumothorax  Treatment. — This  clinic  established 
in  1941  at  the  Municipal  Health  Centre  has  been  fully  operative  all  year 
and  again  shows  an  increase  in  the  number  of  refills  given.  Many  cases 
are  then  ambulant  who  would  otherwise  require  rest  treatment,  and 
the  results  have  been  very  satisfactory. 

During  1943,  66  patients  (25  male  and  41  female)  were  treated.  Of 
these  12  (1  male  and  11  female)  were  induced  for  the  first  time.  The 
patients  return  for  refills  at  varying  intervals  according  to  individual 
need.  In  all  during  the  year  762  refills  were  given. 


Necessitous  Cases. — Where  necessary  extra  nourishment  in  the 
way  of  extra  milk  is  supplied  free  to  suitable  cases  receiving  domiciliary 
treatment.  During  the  year  104  patients  were  in  receipt  of  this  ancillary 
treatment. 
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Treatment  Allowances. — Ministry  of  Health  Memorandum 
266 ;T. 


Under  the  above  Memorandum  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  Local 
Authorities  are  empowered  to  give  maintenance  allowances  to  certain 
Tuberculosis  patients  where  their  source  of  income  necessarily  ceases 
when  the  patient  leaves  work  to  undergo  treatment.  The  Local 
Authorities  are  reimbursed  by  the  Ministiy  for  any  payment  made 
under  the  scheme.  Three  types  of  allowances  are  recommended  : 

(1)  Standard  maintenance  allowance,  which  includes  allowances 
for  dependents  and  rent. 

(2)  Special  Payments,  to  be  made  in  certain  special  circumstances, 
e.g.,  travelling  expenses  for  near  relatives  visiting  patients  in 
Sanatoria  and  pocket  money  to  patients. 

(3)  Discretionary  Payments,  payable  on  proof  of  need,  in  cases 
where  extra  expenditure  is  incurred  by  the  patient  which 
could  not  reasonably  be  met  out  of  the  Standard  Allowance. 

The  above  scheme  was  begun  in  the  Borough  in  August,  1943  and 
the  number  of  patients  receiving  the  allowances  has  been  58  at  a total 
cost  of  £1,242  9s.  9d. 
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Sanatoria  Treatment. — The  increased  need  for  Sanatorium  beds 
and  the  growth  of  a rather  alarming  waiting  list  made  it  essential 
accommodation  should  be  looked  for.  Various  schemes  were  considered 
and  finally  with  the  approval  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  by  arrange- 
ment with  the  Victoria  Hospital  Board,  one  of  the  Emergency  Hospital 
Huts,  Annexe  A at  the  Victoria  Hospital  was  put  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Local  Authority  for  Tuberculosis  patients.  This  gave  accommodation 
for  22  patients.  The  Victoria  Hospital  Board  provide  staff  and  feeding 
but  the  patients  are  looked  after  clinically  by  the  Tuberculosis  Officer. 
The  ward  was  opened  for  female  patients  on  23rd  August,  1943.  The 
ward  at  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  was  retained  for  males. 

The  following  table  shows  the  admission  and  discharge  of  patients 
in  the  various  Sanatoria  during  the  year  ; — 

TABLE  III. 


In  Resi- 
dence, 
1st 

January, 

1943 

Ad- 

mitted 

during 

year 

Discharged  during 
year 

Re- 

maining 

31st 

Dec., 

1943 

Im- 

proved 

In 

Statu 

Quo 

Died 

Blackpool  San. 

12 

64 

29 

14 

22 

11 

Westmorland  San. . . . 

17 

25 

21 

3 

3 

15 

Crossley  San. 

1 

4 

2 

— 

1 

2 

* Annexe  A.  Viet. 
Hospital  ... 
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11 

7 

1 

13 

Liverpool  San. 

2 

9 

7 

2 

— 

2 

Leasowe  Hospital  ... 

6 

2 

3 

— 

— 

5 

Papworth  Hall 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Wrightington  Hosp. 

2 

3 

2 

— 

2 

1 

Robert  Jones’  ,, 

2 

3 

2 

— 

1 

2 

Vale  Royal  Abbey 
Sanatorium 

1 

1 

Market  Drayton 
Sanatorium 

1 

7 

4 

3 

1 

Llanbedr  Hall  San.  . 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Oak  wood  Hall  San. 

7 

8 

9 

2 

— 

4 

Blackpool  Victoria 
Hospital  ... 

1 

7 

3 

5 

Liverpool  Infirmary 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

David  Lewis  Hosp. 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Nay  land  San. 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

High  Carley 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Total 

54 

169 

96 

36 

31 

60 

*N.B. — Annexe  “A”  Victoria  Hospital — opened  as  a FEMALE  Ward 
on  Monday  23.8.43  with  nine  patients  transferred  from 
Blackpool  Sanatorium. 
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A further  table  is  appended  showing  the  work  done  in  the  Dis- 
pensary built  up  in  the  Quarterly  Report  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of 
Health  during  the  year  : 


pq 

H 
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Laboratory  Facilities. — As  in  previous  years  Bacteriological  and 
Pathological  Specimens  are  examined  (a)  at  the  Municipal  Health 
Centre,  (b)  at  the  Department  of  Pathology,  Victoria  Hospital,  (c)  at 
the  University  Laboratory,  Manchester. 


Specimens  examined  at  the  Municipal  Health  Centre. 


Swabs  for  Diphtheria  Bacilli 

2,778 

Sputa  for  Tubercle  Bacilli 

1,311 

Smears,  etc.,  for  Gonococci 

1,065 

Urine  for  Tubercle  Bacilli,  etc. 

12 

Total  ... 

5,166 

Specimens  examined  at  the  Department  of  Pathology, 
Victoria  Hospital. 


Throat  swabs  ...  ...  ...  ...  340 

Faeces  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  182 

Sputa  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Urines  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  52 

Widals  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Cerebi'o  Spinal  Fluid  ...  ...  ...  34 

Smears  for  Gonococci  ...  ...  ...  115 

Blood  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  88 

Prostate  Secretion  (Gonococci)  ...  ...  87 

Others  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


Total 915 


Specimens  examined  at  University  Laboratory,  Manchester. 


Wassermann  Tests  ... 

. . « • . • 

1,165 

G.C.F.  

. • • • • • 

248 

Kahn  Tests  

... 

11 

Total  ... 

...  1,424 

Isolation  Hospital. — The  increased  bed  strength  allowed  of  a 
greater  number  of  patients  being  admitted.  'I'he  following  table  gives 
the  number  of  patients  admitted  and  discharged  during  the  year  for 
various  diseases. 
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The  Sanatorium. — The  number  of  cases  of  various  diseases 
treated  at  the  Sanatorium  for  the  Year  1943. 


Remaining  in 

at  end  of  1942 

Admitted 

during  1943 

Discharged 

during  1943 

Died 

during  1943 

Average  stay  of 

non-fatal  cases 

Average  stay  of 

fatal  cases 

Remaining  in 

at  end  of  1943 

Scarlet  Fever 

. M. 

20 

211 

215 



33 

— 

16 

F. 

17 

240 

233 

— 

30 

— 

24 

Diphtheria 

. M. 

2 

32 

29 

1 

50 

1 

4 

F. 

2 

45 

32 

2 

48 

5 

13 

Enteric  Fever 

. M. 

— 

2 

1 

1 

20 

9 

— 

F. 

— 

1 

1 

— 

43 

— 

— 

Measles 

. M. 

15 

54 

68 

1 

23 

22 



F. 

8 

44 

50 

2 

24 

28 

— 

Puerperal  Fever 

and  Pyrexia 

. F. 

— 

27 

24 

1 

17 

18 

2 

Erysipelas... 

. M. 

— 

8 

6 

1 

9 

21 

1 

F. 

1 

11 

10 

1 

19 

7 

1 

Phthisis  ... 

. M. 

5 

44 

25 

13 

51 

33 

11 

F. 

6 

24 

25 

5 

72 

27 

— 

Other  Diseases 

. M. 

1 

116 

104 

10 

17 

5 

3 

F. 

1 

206 

191 

8 

16 

10 

8 

Totals  . . . 

78 

1065 

1014 

46 

— 

— 

83 

Hospitals. — The  Hospitals  provided  or  subsidised  by  the 
Corporation  are  as  follows  : — 

(1)  One  Isolation  Hospital  for  the  treatment  of  General 
Infectious  Diseases  and  Tuberculosis  cases.  With  the 
addition  of  the  hutment  wards  pro\-ided  by  the  Ministiy 
of  Health  in  1942,  there  is  accommodation  for  120  beds. 

(2)  One  Hospital  for  Smallpox  cases,  situated  at  Elswick  and 
used  jointly  by  the  Corporation  of  Blackpool,  Preston, 
Lytham  St.  Annes  and  the  Councils  of  the  Fylde  District. 
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Ambulance  Facilities. — The  Ambulance  facilities  of  the  district 
are  as  follows  : — 

For  Infectious  Cases.  Two  motor  ambulances  kept  at  the 
Infectious  Diseases  Hospital. 

For  Maternity  Cases.  One  motor  ambulance  kept  at  the 
Infectious  Diseases  Hospital. 

For  Non-Infectious  Cases,  Accidents,  etc.  Three  motor 
ambulances  kept  and  administered  by  the  Corporation 
Transport  Department. 


Infectious  Disease. — Two  whole-time  General  and  Fever  Trained 
Nurses  are  employed  by  the  Health  Department  to  visit  and  advise  in 
the  nursing  of  cases  of  infectious  disease.  They  work  under  the  direct 
supervision  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Inquiries  into  cases  of  infectious  diseases  and  subsequent 

visits  by  Nurses  and  Inspectors  2,283 

Houses  disinfected  after  cases  of  infectious  diseases  ...  1 ,838 


Houses  disinfected  after  cases  of  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  90 

Other  premises  disinfected  ...  ...  214 

Isolation  notices  served  upon  School  Managers  ...  ...  2,158 


Isolation  notices  served  upon  School  Attendance  Officers...  2,158 

Other  notices  to  School  Managers  with  regard  to  infectious 

diseases  ...  ...  ...  2,096 


Other  notices  to  householders  with  regard  to  infectious 

diseases  ...  ...  ...  2,096 

Other  notices  to  School  Attendance  Officers  ...  ...  2,096 

Notices  to  Free  Library  with  regard  to  infectious  diseases...  2,386 


GENERAL  HOSPITAL  PROVISION. 

There  is  one  voluntary  hospital  named  the  Victoria  Hospital 
within  the  borough,  the  number  of  beds  available  being  350. 

The  General  Superintendent  of  the  Hospital  has  been  good  enough 
to  supply  me  with  the  following  statement  of  the  numbers  of  In-  and 
Out-Patients  treated  during  the  year. 

In-Patients. 

No.  of  patients  admitted  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  6,336 

Average  No,  of  days  each  patient  was  resident  ...  ...  13-46 

Out-Patients. 

No.  of  Out-Patient  attendances  during  the  year 


...77,689 
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The  Out-Patient  statistics  may  be  subdivided  as  follows  : — 


New 

Renewed 

Patients 

Attendances 

Medical  ... 

1,696 

1,736 

Surgical  ...  ...  

1,364 

911 

Ante-Natal  (Obstetrics) 

229 

1,589 

Radium  ... 

162 

1,014 

Orthopaedic  ...  

2,119 

7,138 

Ophthalmic 

761 

1,501 

Aural 

1,325 

1,689 

Dental  ... 

56 

48 

Gynaecological  ...  ...  

616 

255 

Casualty  Department. 

New  Patients  ... 

• » • . . 

...  5,280 

Post  Casualties  ...  

... 

...  6,874 

Department  of  Radiography. 

Diagnosis — 

Total  No.  of  Patients 

» • • • . 

...  5,982 

Total  No.  of  Radiographers 

• • • . . 

...  18,137 

Total  No.  of  Screenings 

... 

...  4,023 

Department  of  Physiotherapy. 

Total  No.  of  Patients  ... 



...  16,118 

Department  of  Pathology. 

Total  No.  of  specimens  examined 

... 

...  15,621 

Operating  Theatres. 

Maj  or  Operations 

• • • * • 

...  4,017 

Minor  Operations 

• • • 

...  786 
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Medical  Relief  by  Public  Assistance  Committee. — Under  the 
provisions  of  the  Local  Government  Act,  1929,  this  work  was  taken 
over  by  the  Corporation,  and  for  the  purpose  of  brief  description  it  may 
be  referred  to  under  the  categories  of  outdoor  and  indoor  medical  relief. 
The  Borough  is  divided  into  three  districts.  Northern,  Central  and 
Southern.  Drs.  Lucas,  Hyde  and  Louden  are  the  Medical  Officers  of 
the  Districts,  respectively. 

For  the  purpose  of  indoor  medical  relief  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Local  Government  Act,  the  Corporation  entered  into  an  agreement 
with  the  Lancashire  County  Council  for  the  Infirmary  at  Kirkham  to 
continue  to  be  used  for  the  treatment  of  Blackpool  cases.  The  Institu- 
tion is  under  the  management  and  control  of  the  County  Council,  and 
the  area  served  by  it  comprises  Blackpool,  Lytham  St.  Annes,  Kirkham, 
Poulton,  Thornton,  Fleetwood  and  the  Fylde  Rural  District,  with  a 
combined  area  of  67,509  acres  and  a population  of  170,625  (1931  census). 
The  available  accommodation  in  the  Infirmary  is  as  follows  : Men  68 
beds  ; women  69  beds  ; children  3 beds  ; total  140  beds.  In  addition 
there  are  beds  for  6 maternity  cases. 

Number  of  Persons  in  Receipt  of  Out-relief  (non-medical)  on 
THE  31st  March,  30th  June,  30th  September,  and  31st 

December,  1943. 


Quarter  ended 

Men 

Women 

Children 

No.  of  families 

31st  March,  1943  : 

North 

42 

57 

41 

86 

Central 

35 

77 

61 

93 

South 

31 

64 

52 

75 

Total  ... 

108 

198 

154 

254 

30th  June,  1943  : 

North  

34 

55 

40 

73 

Central  

26 

50 

34 

64 

South  

24 

60 

42 

71 

Total  ... 

84 

165 

116 

208 

30th  December,  1943  : 

North 

30 

49 

24 

65 

Central 

28 

43 

21 

63 

South  ...  ... 

23 

44 

24 

55 

Total  ... 

81 

136 

69 

183 

31st  December,  1943 : 

North  

40 

61 

33 

82 

Central 

36 

62 

28 

80 

South 

25 

59 

44 

69 

Total 

101 

182 

105 

231 
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District  Nursing. — Six  District  Nurses  are  employed  by  the 
Health  Department  of  the  Corporation  and  their  whole  time  is  occupied 
in  district  nursing  amongst  the  sick  poor  of  the  town.  During  the  year 
it  was  necessary  to  employ  an  additional  nurse  temporarily  owing  to 
pressure  of  work.  As  far  as  possible  they  act  under  the  instructions  of 
the  Medical  Practitioner  in  charge  of  the  cases,  but  in  many  instances, 
as  in  chronic  bedridden  cases,  no  doctor  is  in  attendance.  In  these 
circumstances  the  nurses  receive  their  instructions  from  me  or  act 
according  to  their  own  judgment.  Their  work  is  of  considerable  value 
to  the  community,  is  much  appreciated  and  has  been  fully  utilised. 
During  the  year  they  have  paid  the  large  total  of  15,915  visits. 

Ladies’  Sick  Poor  Association. — Members  of  the  Executive 
Committee,  each  of  whom  represents  a different  district,  have  visited 
extensively,  and  after  the  usual  investigations  the  Association  has  been 
instrumental  in  assisting  675  very  deserving  cases.  Some  of  the  cases 
have  been  very  sad,  and  have  indeed  emphasized  the  necessity  for  this 
charitable  work,  whose  benefits  have  been  much  apprecip,ted.  The 
number  of  cases  dealt  with  is  rather  more  than  last  year’s  total,  but  is 
still  lower  than  in  the  years  immediately  preceding  the  present  War, 
doubtless  owing  to  the  fact  that  there  is  less  unemployment. 

PUBLIC  VACCINATION. 

The  arrangements  are  as  in  previous  years.  Your  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  is  Chief  Public  Vaccination  Officer.  Drs.  Lucas,  Hyde  and 
Louden  are  the  Public  Vaccinators  for  the  three  areas  of  the  town. 

The  following  are  details  extracted  from  the  Annual  Return  which 
I have  forwarded  to  the  Registrar  General,  and  relate  to  the  year  1st 
January  to  31st  December,  1942. 

Number  of  Births  returned  in  Birth  List  Sheets  as  registered 

from  1st  Jan.  to  31st  Dec.,  1942  ...  ...  ...  2,664 

N umber  successfully  vaccinated  ...  ...  ...  ...  547 

Number  insusceptible  to  vaccination  ...  ...  ...  15 

Number  in  respect  of  whom  Statutory  Declarations  of 

Conscientious  Objection  have  been  received  ...  ...  842 

Number  who  died  un vaccinated  ...  ...  ...  ...  125 

Number  postponed  by  Medical  Certihcate 17 

Removal  to  other  districts,  the  Vaccination  Officers  of  which 

have  been  notified  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  328 

Removals  to  places  unknown  ...  ...  ...  ...  583 

Number  of  these  births  remaining  on  31st  Jan.  1944  neither 
duly  entered  in  Vaccination  Register  nor  temporarily 
accounted  for  in  Report  Book  ...  ...  ...  ...  207 

It  will  be  noted  from  the  above  figures  that  only  20-5%  of  all 

births  returned  during  the  year  1942  were  successfully  vaccinated  while 
31-6%  made  Statutory  Declaration  of  Conscientious  Objection.  Again, 
as  last  year  the  largo  number,  583,  remo\’ed  to  districts  unknown  is  due 
to  evacuation. 

Whilst  every  effort  is  made  at  clinics  and  elsewhere  to  impress  on 
parents  their  obligations  regarding  vaccination,  the  whole  situation  is 
becoming  farcical.  The  numbers  now  being  vaccinated  could  hav^e  little 
effect  on  the  controlling  of  an  epidemic  of  smallpo.x.  Further  legislation 
on  the  matter  is  obviously  overdue. 
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MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

The  work  carried  out  under  this  branch  of  our  Social  Service  is  of 
a very  varied  nature  and  may  be  reported  under  various  headings. 


(1)  Inspection  of  Registered  Mid  wives. — There  are  on  the  Register 
12  Midwives  in  private  practice.  These  are  visited  at  least  four 
times  a year,  one  of  these  visits  being  by  the  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Medical  Officer.  Their  bags,  appliances,  registers,  etc.,  are 
carefully  supervised.  During  the  year  39  visits  were  paid,  the 
reasons  for  the  small  number  being  that  difficulties  of  staff  during 
the  war. 

The  visits  are  helpful  both  to  the  midwives  concerned  and  to 
the  visiting  officer  and  the  relationship  and  co-operation  between 
the  two  are  of  a very  cordial  nature.  Midwives  are  compensated 
by  the  Local  Authority  in  cases  where  they  are  temporarily 
suspended  for  disinfection  or  where  their  patients  are  removed  to 
the  Maternity  Home. 


(2)  Municipal  Midwifery  Service. — -Full  details  of  the  scheme  were 
reported  in  the  Annual  Report  for  1938.  There  are  now  6 Municipal 
Midwives  employed  by  the  Corporation  under  the  Midwives  Act, 
1936. 

During  the  year  they  attended  294  cases  as  midwives  and  88 
cases  as  maternity  nurse. 


(3)  Emergency  Maternity  Homes. — -At  the  beginning  of  the  year 
only  two  Emergency  Maternity  Homes  were  available  for  the 
reception  of  Blackpool  and  Evacuee  Expectant  Mothers : — 
“ Glenroyd  ” and  “New  Central,”  and  it  was  not  found  necessary 
to  supplement  the  bed  accommodation  during  the  year,  though 
certain  changes  in  the  use  of  subsidiary  establishments  became 
essential.  These  are  stated  below  : — 


Opened  Closed 

Sick  Bay  (children)  584  Lytham  Road  ...  18.  4.43  2.10.43 

Residential  Nursery  do.  ...  ...  17.  4.43 

Ante  & Post-Natal  Hostel,  Ex-Ser\’icewomen 

59  Holmfteld  Road  ...  ...  ...  28.  8.43 

Puerperal  Hospital,  Grundy  Home 20.  2.43 

Eneuresis  Hostel,  26  Withnell  Road  ...  22.  4.43 

Sick  Children's  Hospital,  Greystones  ...  Aug.  1943 


31 


(4)  Ante-Natal  Supervision. — Four  ante-natal  clinics  are  held 
weekly,  one  of  which  is  for  persons  booking  accommodation  at  the 
Maternity  Home.  This  work  also  entails  visitation  of  patients  in 
their  own  homes  by  the  Health  Visitors  and  if  necessary  by  the 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Medical  Officer. 

The  attendances  at  the  Clinic  during  the  year  were  as  follows  ; 

1st  Subsequent 
Visits  Visits 

General  Ante-Natal  Clinic  ...  ...  958  4,209 

Maternity  Home  Clinic  ...  659  2,578 


Total  ...  1,617  6,787 


It  wall  be  noted  that  the  attendance  at  these  clinics  is  increas- 
ing every  year,  partly  due  to  the  increase  in  the  birth  rate  and 
partly  to  the  greater  use  patients  are  making  of  the  Municipal 
Maternity  Scheme. 

(5)  Dental  Treatment. — There  is  a scheme  in  operation  whereby  the 
Medical  Officer  in  Charge  of  the  ante-natal  clinics  may  send 
patients  to  one  of  three  dentists,  approved  by  the  Health  Com- 
mittee, for  dental  treatment,  which  they  could  not  otherwise  have 
afforded.  During  the  year  the  number  of  patients  sent  for  dental 
treatment  was  38  and  the  actual  cost  to  the  Corporation  was 
£53  7s.  9d. 

(6)  Provision  of  Home  Helps. — The  getting  of  suitable  person?;  to 
carry  out  the  work  is  becoming  increasingly  difficult  in  spite  of 
advertising,  etc.  We  have  only  had  one  Home  Help  during  the 
year  and  have  been  able  to  send  her  to  1 1 necessitous  cases. 

(7)  Provision  of  Medical  Assistance  or  Attendance  of  Midwife 
at  Confinement. — Financial  help  is  given  by  the  Health  Depart- 
ment, in  appropriate  cases,  to  assist  in  the  payment,  in  whole  or 
part,  of  fees  incurred  by  patients.  During  the  year  fees  were  paid 
as  follows  : — 


Full  Doctors’  fees 
Part  Doctors’  fees 
Full  Midwives’  fees 
Part  Mid  wives’  fees 


21 

32 

1 

18 


(8)  Provision  of  Residential  Accommodation  for  Maternity 
Cases. — During  the  year  Blackpool  patients  have  been  admitted 
to  the  Maternity  Home  under  the  Ministry  of  Health  Emergency 
Maternity  Hospitals  Service.  The  number  of  patients  desirous  of 
having  their  confinements  in  the  Maternity  Home  again  shows  an 
increase.  There  are  several  reasons  for  this.  There  is  an  actual 
increase  in  the  Birth  Rate,  but  there  is  an  increasing  tendency  for 
women  to  prefer  having  their  confinement  in  the  Home,  under 
expert  care,  rather  than  undertake  the  upheaval  necessary  in 
having  the  baby  at  home.  The  great  difficulty  is  getting  domestic 
help  at  home  has  also  a great  bearing  on  the  problem. 
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The  following  figures  give  the  details  of  the  work  done  in  the 


Maternity  Home. 

Number  of  cases  admitted  ...  ...  ...  ...  858 

Number  of  cases  confined  ...  ...  760 

Number  of  cases  attended  by  (a)  Midwives  ...  ...  700 

(b)  Doctors  ...  ...  60 

Number  of  cases  notified  as  Puerperal  Pyrexia  ...  24 

Number  of  cases  of  Pemphigus  Neonatorum  ...  ...  11 

Number  of  infants  not  entirely  breast  fed  whilst  in 

Institution  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  43 

Number  of  cases  notified  as  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  . 13 

Number  of  Maternal  Deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Number  of  Infant  Deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Stillbirths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 


All  cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia,  Pemphigus  and  Ophthalmia 
are  removed  immediately  to  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital, 
where  the  necessary  treatment  is  carried  out.  All  precautions  to 
prevent  the  spread  of  infection  are  taken. 

Among  the  cases  admitted  the  following  abnormalities  were 
encountered  and  treated  : — 


Caesarian  Section  ... 

10 

Forceps  delivery  ...  ...  ...  

47 

Ante  Partum  Haemorrhage  ...  

18 

Post  Partum  Haemorrhage 

14 

Ruptured  Perineum 

...  266 

Episiotomy 

34 

Adherent  Placenta 

11 

Breech  Delivery  ... 

35 

Premature  Labour 

54 

Induction  ... 

81 

Albuminuria 

61 

Eclampsia  ... 

3 

Hyperemesis  Gravidarum 

1 

Pyelitis 

7 

Abortion  ... 

5 

Ante-Natal  rest 

20 

(9)  Post  Natal  Clinic. — During  the  j^ear  306  patients  were  seen, 
examined  and  advised  at  the  clinic,  which  is  held  once  a week  at 
the  Health  Centre. 

(10)  Infant  Welfare  Clinics. — The  attendance  at  the  Child  Welfare 
Clinics  continues  high  and  the  ser\'ice  rendered  is  much  ap])reciated 
by  the  mothers.  The  babies  are  weighed  and  examined  by  the 
Medical  Officer  periodically  and  a record  of  their  progress  kept, 
and  every  necessary  advice  given.  In  suitable  cases  Dried  Milk  is 
supplied  either  free  or  at  cost  price.  During  the  year  23,410 
packets  of  Dried  Milk  were  dispensed,  of  which  701  were  free  and 
19,661  at  less  than  cost. 

There  were  1,616  first  visits  by  children  and  a total  of  20,661 
attendances  were  made. 
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(11)  Home  Visitation. — Under  both  the  Ante  Natal  and  Infant 

Welfare  Schemes,  visits  are  regularly  paid  by  the  Health  Visitom 
to  the  patients  in  their  own  homes.  These  visits  are  of  great  benefit 
in  that  they  afford  an  opportunity  for  the  Visitors  to  observe  the 
home  conditions  and  give  advice  and  guidance  to  the  mothers  in 
various  ways.  During  the  year  the  following  visits  were  paid  : — 

(a)  To  expectant  mothers 

1st  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,082 

Total  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,677 

(b)  To  children  under  1 year  of  age 

1st  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,865 

Total  visits  ...  ...  8,885 

(c)  To  children  between  ages  1 — 5 years 

Total  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...14,871 


(12)  Orthopaedic  Scheme. — The  Health  Committee  continues  to 
participate  in  the  Orthopaedic  Scheme  of  the  Lancashire  County 
Council.  During  the  year  20  cases  were  referred  to  the  Orthopaedic 
Specialist. 


(13)  Registration  of  Nursing  Homes. — There  were  11  Nursing 
Homes  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  1943.  No  orders  refusing 
registration  were  made. 

The  following  is  a list  of  Registered  Homes  together  with  the 
number  of  beds  available. 


Beds 

Address  of  Nursing  Home 

Maternity 

Others 

Remarks 

22  Moore  Street 

5 

4 

46  Sherbourne  Road  ... 
230  Hornby  Road 

3 

8 

10  beds  allocated 
as  required. 

160  Reads  Avenue 

3 

3 

412  Lytham  Road 

2 

6 

254  Waterloo  Road 

— 

8 

333  Lytham  Road 

— 

1 

151  Reads  Avenue 

1 

— 

26  Leys  Road  ... 

5 

2 

13  Burgate 

1 

— 

35  Fenton  Road 

2 

— 

Total  Homes  on 

Register  ...  11 

22 

32 

10 
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(14)  Infant  Life  Protection. — All  children  boarded-out  are  visited  at 
regular  intervals  by  the  Health  Visitors  and  249  visits  were  made 
during  the  year.  First  visits  to  assure  the  suitability  of  the  foster 
parent  and  her  home  are  made  by  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 


Medical  Officer. 

Number  of  Children  on  Register  at  end  of  1942  54 

Number  of  Applications  received  during  1943  17 

Number  of  Applications  granted  by  Health  Committee  ...  17 

Number  of  Applications  not  granted  ...  ...  ...  — 

Number  of  Children  returned  to  parents  during  year  ...  21 

Number  of  children  adopted  legally  during  year  ...  ...  5 

Number  of  Children  who  died  during  year  ...  ...  ...  — 

Number  of  Children  who  attained  the  age  of  9 years  during 

year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Number  of  Children  transferred  to  other  towns,  etc.  ...  2 

Number  of  Children  remaining  on  Register  at  end  of  1943...  39 


(15)  Dental  Work  for  Children  . — As  in  previous  years  the  work  has 
been  carried  out  by  a panel  of  three  local  Dental  Surgeons,  appoint- 
ed part-time  by  the  Health  Committee.  Treatment  mainly  consists 
of  extractions  but  conservative  treatment  is  given  where  necessary. 
During  the  year  15  children  received  treatment. 

(16)  Birth  Control  Clinic. — The  only  patients  seen  at  this  Clinic  are 
those  certified  by  the  Medical  Officer  as  suffering  from  some  major 
ailment  which  would  make  a further  pregnancy  dangerous  to  their 
life.  During  the  year  15  patients  were  advised  and  made  73 
attendances. 


(17)  Investigation  of  Maternal  Deaths.— -These  investigations  are 
carried  out  by  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Medical  Officer. 
During  the  year  there  were  5 Maternity  Deaths,  2 due  to  Puerperal 
Sepsis  and  3 to  other  causes.  This  total  gives  a Maternal  Mortality 
of  2-5  per  1,000  total  births. 

(18)  Light  Treatment  Scheme. — A considerable  amount  of  benefit 
is  gained  from  the  judicious  use  of  Ultra  Violet  Ray  therapy.  The 
clinic  has  functioned  to  full  capacity  during  the  year.  Treatment 
for  various  conditions  is  given  to  expectant  and  nursing  mothers 
and  children.  A course  of  treatment  is  appro.ximately  10  exposures. 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare.  Number  of 

Exposures. 

Ante-natal — 

General  U.V.L.  ...  ...  ...  ...  495 

Radiant  Heat  ...  ...  ...  ...  61 

Po. ST- NATAL — 

General  U.V.L.  ...  ...  ...  ...  190 

Radiant  Heat  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Babies  & Toddlers — 

General  U.V.L.  ...  ...  ...  ...  5,823 

Massage  2 

Miscellaneous — 

General  U.V.L.  ...  ...  ...  ...  720 

Radiant  Heat  60 


Total  attendances 


7,364 
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(19)  Day  Nurseries. — The  six  Day  Nurseries  opened  last  year  by  and 
at  the  instigation  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  continued  to  meet  an 
essential  need  by  providing  daily  care,  attention,  and  training  of 
children  under  school  age  whose  mothers  were  willing  and  able  to 
seek  employment  in  the  interests  of  the  national  war  efforts.  The 
following  tables  show  the  number  of  children  admitted  and  dis- 
charged from  the  Nurseries  and  the  average  daily  Attendances. 

Daily  Average 

Number  of  Children  Attendance 


Nursery 

Admitted 

Discharged 

Under  2 yrs. 

2 — 5 yrs 

Caunce  Street 

106 

97 

16-4 

21-5 

Claremont  Park 

107 

95 

13-6 

18-9 

Glastonbury  Avenue.. 

123 

129 

9-4 

27-4 

Lostock  Gardens 

54 

43 

11-4 

17-6 

Lytham  Road 

86 

91 

13-0 

21-7 

Coronation  Street 

22 

28 

Nil 

14-9 

A Matron  whose  Office  is  at  the  Municipal  Health  Centre  is  in 
charge  of  all  the  Day  Nurseries  and  her  duties  include  the  engage- 
ment of  suitable  staff.  A Sister-in-Charge  is  in  control  at  each 
Nursery  to  which  is  also  attached  a domestic.  The  charge  is  on  a 
sliding  scale  according  to  circumstances. 


TABLE  SHEWING  VISITS,  ATTENDANCES  AT  CLINICS,  MILK  SUPPLY,  Etc. 
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VENEREAL  DISEASES  CLINIC. 
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MEDICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  ENTRANTS  TO 
THE  MUNICIPAL  SERVICE. 

All  entrants  to  the  Local  Government  Service  are  medically 
examined  at  the  Health  Centre.  During  the  year  974  examinations 
were  carried  out  and  reports  submitted  to  the  \'arious  Corporation 
Departments. 

VENEREAL  DISEASES  SCHEME. 

Full  details  of  the  scheme  were  embodied  in  the  Annual  Report 
for  1938.  Clinics  are  held  each  day  of  the  week  at  the  Health  Centre, 
four  for  male  and  two  for  female. 

During  the  year  575  new  cases  were  examined  at  the  clinic,  and  of 
these,  268  were  found  to  be  suffering  from  one  of  the  Venereal  Diseases. 
This  shows  a reduction  from  310  in  1942. 

The  following  table  gives  the  return  relating  to  all  patients  treated 
during  the  past  10  years. 
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Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Syphilis  ... 

Gonorrhoea 

Others 

Totals 

To  jNIedical  Officers 
Irrigations,  etc. 

Totals 

Syphilis  ... 

Gonorrhoe.\ 

Others 

1 

Totals 

Syphilis  ... 

Gonorrhoea 

Others 

1 

Totals 

Syphilis  ... 

Gonorrhoea 

Others 

Totals 

NEW  CASES  ... 

1 

CURED  

CEASED 
ATTENDING 
before  completion 
of  treatment 

NON- 

RESIDENTS 

INCLUDED 

IN  ABOVE 

ATTENDANCES 
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CREMATION. 

The  new  Crematorium  at  Carleton  was  opened  in  September,  1935, 
and  in  accordance  with  Statutory  Rules  and  Orders,  M.1016,  your 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  was  appointed  Medical  Referee,  and  your 
Tuberculosis  Officer  was  appointed  Deputy  Medical  Referee. 

The  number  of  Certilicates  issued  during  1943  was  900. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  BOROUGH. 

Water  Supply. — 'I'his  is  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Fylde 
Water  Board.  The  water  is  an  upland  surface  water  of  a soft  nature. 
The  gathering  ground  is  a good  one,  and  is  thoroughly  safeguarded 
from  all  risk  of  animal  pollution,  and  the  water  is  now  laid  on  to  every 
inhabited  part  of  the  Borough. 

Samples  are  taken  for  bacteriological  analysis,  and  the  Engineer 
to  the  Board  has  been  good  enough  to  furnish  me  with  the  reports 
received  during  the  year.  All  the  samples  were  satisfactory. 

SEWERAGE  OF  THE  BOROUGH. 

The  Sewerage  System  was  fully  described  in  the  Annual  Report 
for  1938. 

In  the  Borough  there  are  59,183  water-closets  and  323  pail  closets. 
There  are  only  3 cesspools  emptied  regularly  by  the  Cleansing  Depart- 
ment, but  in  outlying  parts  of  the  district  a large  number  of  unsatis- 
factory tanks  exist.  These  have  overflows  into  watercourses  which  give 
rise  to  insauitary  conditions.  The  rate  of  progress  in  the  abolition  of 
these  conditions  is  dependent  upon  the  construction  of  the  new  sewers 
in  the  northern  and  southern  portions  of  the  Borough  but  there  is  little 
hope  of  such  work  being  done  during  the  War. 

Refuse  Disposal  and  Collection. — This  is  carried  out  by  the 
Cleansing  Department  of  the  Corporation. 

I am  informed  by  the  Director  of  Public  Cleansing  that  the  work 
of  Refuse  Collection  still  continues  to  be  interfered  with  to  some  e.xtent 
by  the  further  “ call-up  ” of  man-power  to  the  Services,  but  despite 
this,  refuse  was  removed  from  all  premises  at  requisite  intervals. 

The  Civilian  population  still  continues  to  be  augmented  by  the 
influx  of  troops,  and  evacuees  from  the  bombed  areas,  whilst  there  is 
also  some  influx  of  holiday-makers  during  the  Summer  months. 

Thus  the  tonnage  to  be  collected  continues  to  be  in  excess  of 
pre-war.  Special  collections  of  Salvage  material  continue  in  operation 
with  satisfactory^  results. 

The  Refuse  collected  is  dealt  with  at  the  Refuse  Disposal  Works, 
and  during  the  year  this  amounted  to  30,075  tons,  whilst  in  addition 
10,566  tons  were  tipped  away,  and  1,261  tons  of  night-soil  were 
removed. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  District. — This  is  under  the  super- 
vision of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  who  has  submitted  to  me  the 
following  statistical  statement  of  the  work  carried  out  by  him  and  the 
District  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

Military  Billet  Inspections  5,265 

Evacuation  Visits  1,829 

Visits  in  Connection  with  Munition  Workers  REyuisrrioNEu 

Houses,  etc 2,293 

Complaints  Received  1,724 

Visits  and  Inspections 24,487 
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Fully  Inspected — 

New  Houses — 1st  Inspection Final  Inspection Total 

Old  Houses — 1st  Inspection Final  Inspection Total 

Club  inspections 
Basements 

Temporary  structures  ... 

Visits  to  shops — 1st  Inspection  5,  Re-inspection  30 
Visits  to  houses  and  other  premises  ... 

Inspections  of  work  in  progress 
Re-inspection  in  relation  to  nuisance  under  notice 
Inspections  of  basements  (e.xcluding  above) 

I inspections  of  temporary  structures  ... 

Inspections  of  manure  heaps  ... 

Inspections  of  sands 
Inspections  of  common  lodging  houses 
Inspections  of  back  streets  and  passages 
Inspections  of  offensive  trades 
Inspections  of  rats  and  mice  ... 

Inspections  of  factories 
Inspections  of  bakehouses 
Inspections  of  licensed  premises 
Smoke  observations 
Visits  by  Inspectors  re  I.D.  ... 

Visits  re  deaths 


Inspection  of  Ash  Receptacles — 

Satisfactory  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  223 

Unsatisfactory  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  655 

Re-inspections  under  notice  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,060 

Notices  Served  Verbal  P.N.  Council 

To  abolish  ashpits  ...  ...  — — — 

To  provide  galvanised  bins  ...  258  329  39 

Letters  to  Borough  Treasurer  re  vermin  ...  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  ashpits  abolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Number  of  galvanised  bins  provided  ...  1,082 

N umber  of  informations  laid  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  273 

Notices  served  for  the  abatement  of  nuisances  ...  ...  936 

Verbal  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...145  "I 

Preliminary  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...473  > 936 

Statutory  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...318  J 

Sanitary  defects  repaired  as  per  verbal  notice  ...  ...  190 

Sanitary  defects  repaired  as  per  preliminary  notice  . . . 337 

Sanitary  defects  repaired  as  per  statutory  notice  ...  ...  257 

Number  of  houses  where  sanitary  defects  were  found  ...  711 

Number  of  houses  where  sanitary  defects  were  remedied  ...  783 


New  Houses.  Satisfactory  

Unsatisfactory  on  1st  test 
Rendered  satisfactory  after  1st  test 


Old  Houses.  First  Test.  Satisfactory  ...  ...  ...  16 

First  test.  Unsatisfactory  ...  ...  ....  47 

Tested  during  relaying 100 

Final  test  satisfactory 34 
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5,668 

525 

6,457 

4 

276 

26 

11 

21 


397 

362 

278 

98 

6 

11 
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Drains — 

Relaid,  disconnected  and  ventilated 
Repaired,  unblocked  and  cleansed 
New  gullies  fixed 
Soil  pipes  repaired  or  fixed 
Cesspools  abolished 


Watekclosets — 

New  W.C’s  fixed  in  lieu  of  privies,  pail  closets,  def.  W.C’s, 

etc ...  

Repaired... 

Unblocked  ...  

Flushing  fittings  repaired  and  water  provided 

Privies  abolished  ...  

New  pails  provided 

Privies  re-constructed 

Pail  closets  abolished  ... 

Name  and  address  of  landlord  inserted  in  rent  book 


1,068 

3 

9 


43 

111 

37 

64 


Waste  Pipes — 

Bath,  lavatory,  slopsink  and  rainwater  pipes  disconnected 


over  gullies... 

— 

New  slop  waste  pipes  fixed 

13 

N ew  rainwater  downpipes  fixed 

15 

Rainwater  pipes  and  roof  gutters  repaired  . . . 

104 

Slop  waste  pipe  repaired 

99 

Water  service  pipes  repaired,  etc. 

45 

Miscellaneous  Repairs,  etc. — 

Houses  disinfested.  Cyanide 

...114  1 

Sulphur 

...  1 

>■ 

337 

Insecticide 

...192 

Other  methods 

...  30  ^ 

Premises  cleansed  ...  ...  

10 

New  floors  laid  or  repaired  

New  slop  sinks  fixed  ... 

New  damp  proof  course  fixed 
Fire-range  re-set,  repaired  or  provided 
Roof  repaired  ... 

Walls  repaired  ... 

Back  yards  repaired 
Back  yards  re-formed  with  flags,  concrete  or 
Back  yard  cleansed 
Food  store  ventilated  ... 

Rooms  ventilated 
Food  store  provided 
New  handrail  to  stairs  fixed 
Dampness  remedied 
Overcrowding  ceased  ... 

Courts  or  passages  re-formed  or  repaired 
Courts  or  passages  cleansed 
Watercourses  cleansed 


asphalt 


59 

13 

1 

101 

153 

2 

57 

9 

5 

1 

11 

1 

8 

20 
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Miscellaneous  Repairs,  etc. — 

Accumulations  removed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

Animals  removed  from  improper  situations  ...  ...  3 

Manure  receptacles  abolished  ...  ...  — 

Manure  receptacles  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Manure  receptacles  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Miscellaneous  repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  622 

Manholes,  gullies,  back  streets,  etc.,  reported  to  Cleansing 

Dept.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Back  streets,  manholes,  gullies,  etc.,  reported  to  Borough 

Surveyor  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Erections  in  yards,  etc.,  reported  to  Borough  Surveyor  ...  4 
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1. — Inspection  of  Factories. 


Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Prose- 

cutions 

Factories — 

(including  Factory  Laundries) 

455 

12 

— 

Factories — 

(including  Laundries)  ... 
Without  Mechanical  Power. 

214 

2 

— 

Other  Premises — (other  than 
Outworkers  Premises  included 
in  Part  3 of  this  Report) 
Without  Mechanical  Power. 

— 

— 

— 

Total  

669 

14 

— 

2. — Defects  found  in  Factories. 


Number  of  Defects 

Particulars 

Not  Remedied 

1942 

Found 

Remedied 

1943 

Not  Remedied 

1943 

Referred  to 

H.M.  Insp’r 

Number  of 
Prosecutions 

Nuisances  under  the  Factories 
Acts,  1937  (Sections  1 to  7)  ; — 
W'ant  of  cleanliness 

105 

48 

24 

129 

Want  of  ventilation 

4 

1 

1 

4 



Overcrowding  ... 

— 



--  -- 



Defective  drains  ...  

1 





1 

. 

— 

Other  nuisances 

24 

24 



Sanitary 

'insufficient  

13 

5 

2 

16 



Accommo-  4 

unsuitable  or  defective... 

19 

7 

2 

24 



dation 

Not  separate  for  sexes  ... 

5 

1 

4 

. . - 

Offences  under  the  Factories 
Act  : — 

Other  offences  (excluding  offences 
relating  to  outwork  which  are 
included  in  Part  3 of  this  report)  . . . 

10 

13 

8 

15 

Total  

181 

74 

38 

217 

— 

— 
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3.— HOMEWORK. 


OUTWORKERS’  LISTS 
SECTION  no 


Lists  received  from  Employers 


Twice  in  the  Year  Once  in  the  Year 


N.^ture  of  Work 

(1) 

Outworkers’ 

Outworkers’ 

Lists 

(2) 

Con- 

tractors 

(3) 

Work- 

men 

(4) 

Lists 

(5) 

Con- 

tractors 

(6) 

Work- 

men 

(7) 

Wearing  Apparel  : — 
Making,  etc.  ... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Umbrellas,  etc. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tot,\l 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inspections  of  Outworkers  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Addresses  of  Outworkers’  received  from  other  Authorities  ...  1 
Addresses  of  Outworkers  forwarded  to  other  Authorities  . . . — 


4.— REGISTERED  FACTORIES. 


Factories  on  the  Register  (section  8(3)  at  the  end  of  the  Year. 


Wearing  Apparel 

Mechanical 

Power. 

102 

Non-Mechanical 

Power. 

58 

Bakehouses 

153 

24 

Other  Foods  and  Drink 

80 

4 

Building  Trades 

67 

7 

Furniture  making,  etc.... 

44 

25 

Conveyances  and  Engineering 

121 

16 

Laundries 

19 

— 

Letterpress  and  Photographic  Printing 
and  Book-binding 

36 

8 

Other  Trades  

45 

5 

667  147 


5.— OTHER  MATTERS. 


Class 

Number 

Matters  notihed  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  : — 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factories  Act, 

Sec.  128  (3b)  

— 

Other  

— 

It  will  be  observed  from  the  preceding  tables  that  669  visits  were 
paid  by  the  Inspectors  during  the  year. 
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Offensive  Trades. — The  following  exist  in  the  Borough 

Blood  drier  at  Public  Slaughterhouse  ... 

Tripe  Boilers  at  Public  Slaughterhouse 
Gut  Scraper  at  Public  Slaughterhouse  ... 

Hide,  Skin  and  Fat  Depots  at  Public  Slaughterhouse  . 
Fried  Fish  Shops  ... 


2 

1 

1 

138 


The  business  of  a “ hsh  fryer  ” was  scheduled  as  an  offensive  trade 
under  a Declaratory  Order  which  came  into  operation  on  the  13th 
March,  1914,  when  licences  were  granted  without  limit  of  time.  Under 
the  Blackpool  Improvement  Act,  1925,  licences  were  granted  for  the 
establishment  of  the  business  for  a period  of  12  months  only.  In  1930, 
a Declaratory  Order  was  made,  and  from  the  26th  April  of  that  year 
‘ ‘ Chip  Potato  ” frying  was  scheduled  as  an  offensive  trade. 


The  number  of  businesses  in  each  category  was  as  follows  : — 

Pre  1914  Already  established 79 

1914 — 1925  Without  limit  of  time  ...  ...  ...  39 

1925 — 1942  Subject  to  yearly  renewal  ...  ...  22 

Total  ...  140 


During  the  year  one  new  application  was  granted  ; consent  was 
given  to  19  renewals  of  existing  Licences.  The  nett  increase  in  the 
number  of  licences  was  nil,  the  total  now  being  138. 


Common  Lodging-Houses. — Under  the  Blackpool  Improve- 
ment Act,  1901  , sec.  47,  the  common  lodging-houses,  previously 
existing  were  re-registered.  These  houses,  with  their  accommodation, 
are  as  follows  : — 

Eden  Street : 160  adults  and  1 child. 

Seed  Street : 56  adults  and  1 child. 

21  visits  of  inspection  were  paid,  and  it  was  found  on  the  whole 
that  the  lodging-houses  were  kept  in  a clean  condition  and  managed 
satisfactorily. 


Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919. — Consistent  and 
regular  action  has  been  taken  in  dealing  with  all  complaints  of  rat- 
infested  premises,  and  the  method  of  e.xtermination  has  been  principally 
by  poisoning,  use  of  traps,  dogs  and  ferrets,  and  gassing. 

No  proceedings  were  instituted  under  the  Rats  and  Mice  (Destruc- 
tion) Act. 
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Verminous  Premises. — The  number  of  houses  disinfested 
showed  a substantial  decrease  from  the  number  done  in  1942,  i.e.,  337 
or  205  less  than  last  year.  114  houses  were  treated  by  the  Cyanide 
gassing  method  or  1 more  than  in  1942. 

The  undermentioned  table  shows  the  number  of  houses  which 
have  been  fumigated  by  H.C.N.  ; — 


1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

Occupied 

247 

242 

240 

117 

51 

llOl 

43 

113 

114 

Unoccupied 

108 

104 

122 

65 

68 

J 

Totals 

355 

346 

262 

182 

119 

101 

43 

113 

114 

Sanitary  Conditions  of  Theatres  and  Music  Halls,  etc. — 

There  are  within  the  Borough  the  following  places  of  Public  Enter- 
tainments : — 


Cinemas  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Cinemas  (also  used  for  Variety,  etc.)  ...  ...  ...  5 

Variety,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Ballrooms  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Ice  Drome  ...  "...  ...  ...  ...  1 


No  full  inspections  have  been  made  during  the  year  in  accordance 
with  the  requirements  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  (Circular  No.  120  of 
1920)  owing  to  the  national  emergency. 

From  the  point  of  view  of  Public  Health  the  standard  in  this  class 
of  building  is  quite  satisfactory. 

THE  SHOPS  ACT,  1934. 

The  duties  imposed  under  this  Act  in  respect  of  the  welfare 
provisions,  chiefly  for  young  persons  under  18  years  of  age,  which  are 
the  responsibility  of  the  local  Health  authority,  had  to  be  allowed  to 
fall  into  abeyance  during  the  War  period  due  to  the  services  of  the 
remaining  members  of  the  staff  of  the  Sanitary  Section  of  the  Depart- 
ment being  utilised  for  more  urgent  tasks  devoted  to  the  more  efiicient 
prosecution  of  the  national  effort. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  Milk  Purveyors  in  the  Borough  : — 


Milk  Stores...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Milk  Shops  selling  by  retail  12 

Dairymen’s  Premises,  not  including  farmers  ...  ...  65 

Purveyors  of  Milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  212 

Purveyors  of  Ice-Cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Purveyors  of  Cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

No.  of  Producers  in  the  Borough  ...  ...  ...  30 

Milk  Bars — 

Dairymen  using  Registered  Dairies  other  than  own 

premises  12 
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Table  shewing  the  number  oe  Animals  Slaughtered 
AT  the  Public  Abbatoirs. 


1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

Cows 

...  187 

206 

143 

260 

552 

569 

1172 

2005 

2301 

2109 

2532 

Heifers 

...  4047 

4534 

5141 

5979 

5985 

5423 

5902 

3975 

2433 

2751 

2299 

Bullocks 

...  2329 

2162 

2405 

2608 

2710 

2444 

2994 

2318 

2998 

3895 

3758 

Bulls 

29 

29 

12 

46 

108 

67 

86 

107 

187 

181 

183 

Calves 

...  1354 

1404 

1203 

1216 

nil 

1045 

957 

4075 

5034 

8081 

10444 

Sheep 

...70014 

70897 

67706 

71920 

67878 

69579 

70649 

73754 

48261 

62171 

48843 

Pigs 

...  3529 

3894 

4199 

4695 

5528 

4639 

5905 

8316 

4192 

1144 

696 

Totals 

...81489 

83126 

80809 

86724 

83872 

83766 

87665 

94550 

65406 

80332 

68755 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES  ORDER,  1926. 


Return  of  work  carried  out  under  the  above  order 


Floor  surfaces  of  Cowsheds  reformed  . 
Floor  surfaces  of  Cowsheds  repaired 
Further  lighting  of  cowsheds 
Underdrawing  of  roofs  of  cowsheds 
Cowsheds  abolished 
Dairy  premises  abolished... 

Sterilisation  equipment  provided 

Minor  repairs  to  cowsheds 

Walls  of  cowshed  rendered  with  cement 

Milk  coolers  repaired 

New  Dairies  established 


7 

3 

1 
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HOUSING. 

Caravans  and  Wooden  Structures. 

Owing  to  members  of  the  Sanitary  Section  of  the  Department 
being  engaged  on  emergency  war  duties,  it  is  not  possible  to  give 
details  as  to  the  occupants  of  the  wooden  structures  who  are  in 
residence  in  the  Borough. 

Number  of  Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds,  31st  December,  1943. 

W orld  W'ar  II  has  compelled  the  Local  Authority  to  defer  action 
for  the  present. 

The  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Orders  1923  and  1936. 

The  following  licences  were  in  operation  at  the  end  of  the  year 

1943 


(a) 

Producers’  Licences. 

Tuberculin  Tested  (Certified) 

— 

Accredited  

6 

(b) 

Licensed  Bottling  Establishments. 

Tuberculin  Tested.  At  farms 

1 

Accredited.  At  farms  

5 

.Accredited.  Other  premises 

— 

Pasteurised 

2 
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(c)  Dealers’  Licences.  , 

'I'uberculin  Tested  and  Tuberculin  Tested  (Certified)  2 
Accredited  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Pasteurised  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

(d)  Supplementary  Licences. 

Tuberculin  Tested  and  Tuberculin  Tested  (Certified)  2 
Pasteurised  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Milk  and  Ice-Cream  Analysis. — The  following  statistics  relate 
to  the  chemical  and  bacteriological  examination  of  milk  and  ice-cream. 

Chemical  Analysis  of  Milk. 

The  number  of  samples  taken  was  134  of  which  11  were  below  the 
limits  prescribed  by  the  Sale  of  Milk  Regulations,  1901,  and  1939. 

The  average  composition  of  the  milk  for  the  year  was  : — 

Milk  Fat.  Non-fatty  Solids.  Water. 

3-48%  8-80%  87-72% 

Bacteriological  Analysis. 

In  addition  94  samples  of  ordinary  milk  were  examined  for  the 
Methylene  Blue  Reduction  Test,  and  26  samples  failed  to  pass  the  Test. 

Comparing  with  the  Accredited  standard,  it  will  be  observed  that 
26  or  28  per  cent.,  contained  bacteria  below  that  standard. 


The  details  are  as  follows  : — 


No.  of 

Found  to 

Samples 

contain  T.B. 

Produced  outside  the  Borough  ... 

52 

2 

Produced  inside  the  Borough 

26 

1 

Sediment  Tests. — During  the  year  no  samples  of  Milk  were 
tested  for  dirt  by  means  of  the  “ Minit  ” Sediment  Test. 


Graded  Milks. — The  following  table  shows  the  results  of  samples 
taken  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order  1923  and  1936  : — 


Grade  of  Milk 

Outside 
the  Borough 

Inside 
the  Borough 

Satis- 

factory 

Unsatis- 

factory 

Satis- 

factory 

Unsatis- 

factory 

Tuberculin  Tested  (Certified) 
or  Tuberculin  Tested 

10 

1 

12 

1 

Accredited  

— 

— 

52 

25 

Pasteurised  

11 

2 

14 

12 

49 


Animal  Inoculation. 


Grade  of  Milk 

Outside 
the  Borough 

Inside 
the  Borough 

Satis- 

factory 

Unsatis- 

factory 

Satis- 

factory 

Unsatis- 

factory 

Tuberculin  Tested  (Certihed) 
or  Tuberculin  Tested 

10 

10 

Accredited 

— 

— 

49 

— 

Pasteurised 

7 

— 

22 

— 

Tuberculosis  Order,  1938. — The  provisions  of  this  Order  are 
carried  out  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  Veterinary  Surgeons. 


Other  Foods. — The  following  is  a list  of  shops  in  the  Borough 
where  food  is  exposed  for  sale  : — 


Where  Butchers’  Meat  is  sold 

223 

Meat  Stalls 

2 

Fish  Shops  

92 

Grocery  and  Provisions 

485 

Confectioners’  Shops 

246 

Restaurants,  Caf^s  and  Tea-rooms 

221 

Fruit  Shops 

120 

Tripe  Shops 

74 

Oyster  Stalls  ...  

10 

Fish  and  Chip  Shops  

138 

Slaughterhouses. — There  are  not  any  private  Slaughterhouses 
in  the  Borough,  and  all  animals  for  human  food  are  slaughtered  at  the 
Public  Abattoirs,  a very  desirable  policy.  The  existing  Public  Slaughter- 
house has  been  taken  over  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  and  is  used  as  a 
centralised  slaughtering  establishment  for  most  of  the  district  around. 

HOUSING  STATISTICS. 

1. — Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  Year — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts)  63 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  that  purpose  ...  109 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  Sub- 

head (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  63 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  109 
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(3)  Number  of  dwelling-liouses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unht  for 
human  habitation  (including  clearance  areas)  ...  1 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (e.xclusive  of  those  referred 

to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in 

all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  62 

2.  — Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service 

OF  Formal  Notices — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  ht  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  331 

3.  — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year — 

A.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs.  66 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  lit 

after  service  of  formal  notices  ; — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  49 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  — 

B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  116 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  76 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  — 

C.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  — 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  — 


D. — Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 
1936 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined, 
the  tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  . , . 
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OVERCROWDING. 

As  a direct  result  of  the  country' ’s  participation  in  the  War  against 
aggression  on  the  Continent,  and  the  consequent  development  of  large- 
scale  bombing  raids  directed  by  the  enemy  against  towns  and  cities,  in 
an  attempt  to  disrupt  essential  production  and  to  interfere  with  the 
normal  life  of  the  people,  the  Government  planned  and  executed  a mass 
movement  of  population  away  from  the  main  target  areas  to  the  less 
\’ulnerable  parts  of  the  country,  of  which  Blackpool  was  regarded  as 
one  of  the  chief.  The  resultant  influx  into  the  town  of  great  numbers  of 
women  and  children  led  to  the  temporary  suspension  of  measures 
designed  to  prevent  overcrowding  in  boarding  and  apartment  houses. 


Temporary  Overcrowding  Licences. 

Because  of  the  seasonal  nature  of  Blackpool’s  primary  industry  it 
has  been  customary  to  grant  temporary  licences  for  limited  periods 
permitting  occasional  overcrowding  during  the  summer,  but  this 
practice  has  been  suspended  during  the  War  on  account  of  the  greatly 
increased  population  caused  by  the  drafting  of  troops  and  evacuees 
into  the  town. 


General  Food  Supply. — The  following  visits  were  paid  during 
the  year  : — 


Milkshops  and  Dairies 

399 

Cowsheds  in  the  Borough 

460 

Cowsheds  out  of  the  Borough  . . . 

5 

Ice  Cream  Stalls  ... 

85 

Ice  Cream  Workshops 

90 

Public  Slaughterhouses  ... 

40 

Other  Slaughterhouses 

— 

Butchers’  Shops  ... 

666 

Other  Shops  

2,091 

Clearance  Areas — Position  at  the  end  of  1943. 


Remarks 

Area 

No.  of 
struc- 
tures 

No.  of 
persons 
displaced 

Date  of 
Repre- 
sentation 

Structures 

still 

occupied 

Others 

awaiting 

demolition 

Waterloo  Road  No.  1 

14 

20 

8/3/37 

(C.P.O.) 

1 

2 

Stanley  Road  No.  1 

5 

9 

7/2/38 

1 

4 

Common  Edge  Road  No.  1 

2 

— 

■ do. 

— 

2 

Common  Edge  Road  No.  3 

9 

26 

do. 

5 

2 

Daggers  Hall  Lane  No.  1 

9 

13 

do. 

1 

7 

Vicarage  Lane  No.  2 

11 

16 

do. 

4 

3 

Abbey  Road  No.  2 

2 

4 

do. 

1 

1 

V/aterloo  Road  No.  2 

5 

4 

do. 

4 

1 

Sedbergh  Avenue  No.  1 

3 

2 

do. 

1 

1 

Bloomfield  Road  No.  1 ... 

13 

24 

do. 

4 

1 

Field  Street  No.  1 

6 

8 

do. 

— 

2 

Harcourt  Road  No.  1 

7 

2 

do. 

— 

1 

Layton  Road  No.  1 

12 

20 

8/6/38 

— 

6 

Little  Layton  No.  1 

45 

74 

24/12/38 

'I  Awaiting  confirmation 
> by  the 

Little  Layton  No.  2 

5 

9 

do. 

J Ministry  o 

f Health 

Totals 

148 

231 

— 

— 

— 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 


Informal 

Formal 

Taken 

Not 

Genuine 

Nature  of  Sample 

Taken 

Not 

Genuine 

2 

—— 

Anti-Gas  Ointment 





— 

— 

Arrowroot 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Baking  Powder  ... 

15 

1 

4 

— 

Beer 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Bi-carbonate  of  Soda 

10 

— 

— 

— 

Boric  Powder 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Butter  

13 

— 

1 

— 

Camphorated  Oil 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cayenne  Pepper  ... 

1 

_ 

— 

— 

Chocolate  Whip  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Cocoa 

3 



— 

— 

Coffee  and  Chicory 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Coffee 

16 



— 

— 

Concentrated  Lime  Flavour  Beverage 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Coffee  Extract 

1 



— 

— 

Cordial 

2 

2 

1 

— 

Cream  of  Tartar  ... 

1 



— 

— 

Curry  Powder 

5 

2 

— 

— 

Eggs,  Dried 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Egg  Substitute  ... 

2 

— 

1 

— 

Eucalyptus  Oil  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Fish  Cakes 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Fish  Dressing 

1 



1 

— 

Flour 



- 

2 

1 

Flour,  Self-raising 



1 

— 

Gelatine  ... 

4 

— 



Golden  Raising  Powder 

1 



3 

1 

Gravy  Browning 

4 

2 

— 

— 

Ground  Ginger  ... 

16 



1 

— 

Ground  Nutmeg  ... 

8 

— 



Jam  





— 

— 

Ketchup  ... 

2 



2 

1 

Lard 

12 

. - 

— 

— 

Lemon  Flavouring 

1 



— 

— 

Lemon  Flavoured  Beverage 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Mace 

1 

— 

— 

Margarine 

13 

1 

— 

— 

Meat,  Potted 

2 



1 

1 

Milk  

133 

10 

— 

— 

Milk,  Condensed  ... 

1 

1 

— 

Milk,  Dried 

1 



1 

1 

Mustard  ... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Oats 

1 

— 

— 

Orange  Flavoured  Beverage 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Orange  Squash  ... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Ox  Tongue 

1 



1 

1 

Pancake  Flour 

___ 

— 

— 

Peach  Sundae 

1 

1 

I 

— 

Pepper 

14 

— 

— 

Pudding  Mixture 

2 



— 

— 

Raspberry  Vinegar  and  Olive  Oil 

1 



— 

— 

Rice  Flour 

1 



— 

— 

Sausage 

10 

2 

— 

Semolina  ... 

4 

* 

— 

— 

Shrimps  ... 

2 

1 

— 

— 

Sponge  Mixture  ... 

3 

- 

— 

— 

Spice,  Mixed 

2 

. 

— 

— 

Stuffing 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Sugar 

6 

- 

— 

— 

^^ea 

10 

- 

— 

— 

Vinegar 

14 

— 

30 

6 

355 

24 
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REMARKS. 

Mustard.  Formal  Sample  No.  373.  Contained  only  0-06  of  Volatile  Oil 
of  Mustard  whereas  genuine  “ Commercial  Mustard  ” contains  at  least  0-9%  of 
Volatile  Oil  of  Mustard.  Reported  to  Health  Committee.  Letter  sent  to  vendor 
drawing  attention  to  the  deficiency  of  Volatile  Oil  of  Mustard. 

Mustard.  Informal  Sample  No.  1.  Contained  only  0-06%  of  Volatile 
Oil  of  Mustard  whereas  genuine  Commercial  Mustard  contains  at  least  0-9%. 
Reported  to  Health  Committee.  No  action  taken. 

Milk.  Formal  Sample  No.  14.  Deficient  of  2%  of  its  fat.  Reported  to 
Health  Committee.  Warning  letter  sent  to  vendor. 

Milk.  Informal  Sample  No.  20.  Deficient  of  28%  of  its  fat  and  con- 
tained 1%  added  water.  Reported  to  Health  Committee.  Further  sample  to  be 
taken. 

Milk.  Formal  Sample  No.  27.  Contained  3%  added  water,  and  was 
deficient  of  7%  of  its  fat.  Reported  to  Health  Committee.  See  follow-on  sample 
No.  37. 

Margarine.  Formal  Sample  No.  31.  Was  not  labelled  as  required  by 
Section  33,  Sub-Section  2(c)  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  as  amended  by  the 
Order  in  Council  dated  9th  May,  1940.  Reported  to  Health  Committee.  Warning 
letter  sent  to  vendor. 

Milk.  Formal  Sample  No.  37.  Contained  5%  of  added  water.  Two 
" appeal  to  cow  ” samples  Numbers  38  and  39,  showed  deficiency  in  solids-not-fat. 
Reported  to  Health  Committee.  Warning  letter  sent  to  vendor. 

Milk.  Formal  Sample  No.  44.  Deficient  of  13%  of  its  fat.  Follow-on 
samples  No.  65  and  66  showed  deficiency  in  fatted  solids.  Reported  to  Health 
Committee.  Letter  sent  to  vendor  drawing  attention  to  the  deficiencies. 

Milk.  Formal  Samples  No.  122.  Deficient  of  1%  of  its  solids-not-fat. 
Reported  to  Health  Committee.  No  action  taken. 

Fish  Cake.  Formal  Sample  No.  123.  Deficient  of  8%  of  its  fish. 
Reported  to  Health  Committee  and  copy  of  Analyst’s  Certificate  sent  to  Ministr}- 
of  Food. 

Peach  Sundaes.  Formal  Sample  No.  146.  Sample  was  coloured  and 
fiavoured  milk  thickened  with  starch  and  if  frozen  would  constitute  a water  ice. 
Reported  to  Health  Committee  and  copy  of  Analyst’s  Certificate  sent  to  Ministry 
of  Food. 

Lemon  Flavoured  Beverage.  Formal  Sample  No.  148.  Contained  30 
parts  per  million  of  Sulphur  Dioxide  and  was  a coloured  and  flavoured  water, 
containing  a small  quantity  of  Citric  Acid.  Reported  to  Health  Committee. 
Further  samples  to  be  taken. 

Orange  Flavoured  Beverage.  Formal  Sample  No.  156.  Contained 
1 80  parts  per  million  of  Sulphur  Dioxide.  Reported  to  Health  Committee.  Legal 
proceedings  instituted.  Defendant  fined  £5  and  costs. 

Baking  Powder.  Formal  Sample  No.  165.  IDeficient  of  its  available 
Carbon  Dioxide.  Reported  to  Health  Committee.  Further  samples  to  be  taken. 

Milk.  Formal  Sample  No.  189.  Deficient  of  3%  of  its  fat.  Reported  to 
Health  Committee.  Warning  letter  sent  to  vendor. 

Milk.  Formal  Sample  No.  192.  Deficient  of  6%  of  its  fat.  Reported  to 
Health  Committee.  Warning  letter  sent  to  vendor. 

Self-Raising  Flour.  Informal  Sample  No.  200.  Infested  with  Mites. 
Ministry  of  Food  notified  and  disposal  instructions  requested. 

Pancake  Flour.  Informal  Sample  No.  201.  Infested  with  Mites. 
Ministry  of  Food  notified  and  disposal  instructions  requested. 

Concentrated  Lime  Flavour  Beverage.  Formal  Sample  No.  204. 
Contained  Sulphur  Dioxide  30  parts  per  million.  Reported  to  Health  Com- 
mittee. Warning  letter  sent  to  vendor. 

Lard.  Informal  Sample  No.  228.  Contained  fat  other  than  Hog  Fat 
100%.  Ministry  of  Food  notified. 
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Cordial  Grape  Fruit.  Formal  Sample  No.  243.  Sale  and  manufacture 
of  Grape  Fruit  Cordial  is  prohibited  under  the  Soft  Drinks  Order,  1943.  Reported 
to  Health  Committee  and  Ministry  of  Food  notified. 

Cordial,  Lime  Juice.  Formal  Sample  No.  244.  Deficient  of  26%  of  its 
sugar  and  97%  of  its  acid  under  the  provisions  of  Soft  Drinks  Order,  1943. 
Reported  to  Health  Committee.  Letter  sent  to  vendor,  drawing  attention  to  the 
provisions  of  the  Order. 

Milk.  Formal  Sample  No.  249.  Deficient  of  9%  of  its  fat.  Reported  to 
Health  Committee.  Warning  letter  sent  to  vendor. 

Gravy  Browning.  Informal  Sample  No.  256.  Consisted  of  coloured 
water.  Reported  to  Health  Committee.  Legal  proceedings  instituted,  see  sample 
258. 

Gravy  Browning.  Informal  Sample  No.  258.  Consisted  of  coloured 
water.  Reported  to  Health  Committee.  Legal  proceedings  instituted.  Case 
dismissed  by  the  Court  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  Clerk  to  the  Justices  did  not 
serve  on  the  Defendant,  with  the  summons,  a copy  of  the  Analyst’s  certificate. 

Shrimps.  Formal  Sample  No.  260.  Contained  105  parts  per  million 
Sulphur  Dioxide.  Addition  of  Sulphur  Dioxide  to  shrimps  is  prohibited  under  the 
Public  Health  (Preservatives,  etc.  in  Food)  Regulations.  Legal  proceedings.  Case 
dismissed  by  Court  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  Clerk  to  the  j ustices  did  not  serve 
on  the  Defendant,  with  the  Summons,  a copy  of  the  Analyst’s  Certificate. 

Gravy  Browning.  Formal  Sample  No.  297.  Consisted  of  coloured 
water.  Reported  to  Health  Committee.  No  action  taken. 

Orange  Squash.  Formal  Sample  No.  380.  Deficient  of  40%  of  its  Citric 
Acid.  Sample  to  be  taken  from  the  manufacturer. 

PHARMACY  AND  MEDICINES  ACT,  1941. 

Fever  Cure.  Formal  Sample  No.  14.  Contained  an  excess  of  0 35%  of 
Nitric  Acid.  Reported  to  Health  Committee.  Warning  letter  sent  to  vendor. 

Compound  Bismuth  Mixture.  Informal  Sample  No.  1.  Was  not 

labelled  as  required  by  Section  11,  Sub-Section  1(B2)  of  the  Pharmacy  and 
Medicines  Act,  1941.  Reported  to  Health  Committee.  Further  samples  to  be 
taken. 

Camphorated  Rubbing  Bottle.  Informal  Sample  No.  3.  Contained 
3%  excess  camphor.  Reported  to  Health  Committee.  Further  samples  to  be  taken. 
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